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Select the chapters on MCT and solve the worksheet.  

ALL THE BEST!  

STAY HOME, BE SAFE 

 

 



BBBBBEFOREEFOREEFOREEFOREEFORE Y Y Y Y YOUOUOUOUOU R R R R READEADEADEADEAD

• Do you feel you know your parents better now, than when

you were much younger? Perhaps you now understand the

reasons for some of their actions that used to upset you earlier.

• This story about a little girl whose feelings for her father

change from fear to understanding will probably find an echo

in every home.

1. TO the little girl he was a figure to be feared and
avoided. Every morning before going to work he came
into her room and gave her a casual kiss, to which
she responded with “Goodbye, Father”. And oh,
there was a glad sense of relief when she heard the
noise of the carriage growing fainter and fainter
down the long road!

In the evening when he came home she stood
near the staircase and heard his loud voice in the
hall. “Bring my tea into the drawing-room... Hasn’t
the paper come yet? Mother, go and see if my paper’s
out there — and bring me my slippers.”

2. “Kezia,” Mother would call to her, “if you’re a good
girl you can come down and take off father’s boots.”
Slowly the girl would slip down the stairs, more
slowly still across the hall, and push open the
drawing-room door.

By that time he had his spectacles on and looked
at her over them in a way that was terrifying to
the little girl.

“Well, Kezia, hurry up and pull off these boots
and take them outside. Have you been a good
girl today?”

“I d-d-don’t know, Father.”

3. The Little Girl3. The Little Girl3. The Little Girl3. The Little Girl3. The Little Girl

a figure to be feared:
a person to be feared

slip down: come
down quietly and
unwillingly
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“You d-d-don’t know? If you stutter like that
Mother will have to take you to the doctor.”

3. She never stuttered with other people — had quite
given it up — but only with Father, because then
she was trying so hard to say the words properly.

“What’s the matter? What are you looking so
wretched about? Mother, I wish you taught this child
not to appear on the brink of suicide... Here, Kezia,
carry my teacup back to the table carefully.”

He was so big — his hands and his neck,
especially his mouth when he yawned. Thinking
about him alone was like thinking about a giant.

4. On Sunday afternoons Grandmother sent her down
to the drawing-room to have a “nice talk with Father
and Mother”. But the little girl always found Mother
reading and Father stretched out on the sofa, his
handkerchief on his face, his feet on one of the best
cushions, sleeping soundly and snoring.

wretched: unhappy

on the brink of

suicide: about to
commit suicide

The little girl always found Mother reading and

Father stretched out on the sofa.

The Little Girl / 33

given it up: stopped
doing it
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34 / Beehive

She sat on a stool, gravely watched him until he

woke and stretched, and asked the time — then

looked at her.

“Don’t stare so, Kezia. You look like a little

brown owl.”

One day, when she was kept indoors with a cold,

her grandmother told her that father’s birthday was

next week, and suggested she should make him a

pin-cushion for a gift out of a beautiful piece of

yellow silk.

5. Laboriously, with a double cotton, the little girl

stitched three sides. But what to fill it with? That

was the question. The grandmother was out in the

garden, and she wandered into Mother’s bedroom

to look for scraps. On the bed-table she discovered

a great many sheets of fine paper, gathered them

up, tore them into tiny pieces, and stuffed her case,

then sewed up the fourth side.

That night there was a hue and cry in the house.

Father’s great speech for the Port Authority had

been lost. Rooms were searched; servants

questioned. Finally Mother came into Kezia’s room.

“Kezia, I suppose you didn’t see some papers on

a table in our room?”

“Oh yes,” she said, “I tore them up for my

surprise.”

“What!” screamed Mother. “Come straight down

to the dining-room this instant.”

6. And she was dragged down to where Father was

pacing to and fro, hands behind his back.

“Well?” he said sharply.

Mother explained.

He stopped and stared at the child.

“Did you do that?”

“N-n-no”, she whispered.

“Mother, go up to her room and fetch down the

damned thing — see that the child’s put to bed

this instant.”

laboriously: with a lot
of effort or difficulty

wandered into: went
into, by chance

scraps: small pieces
of cloth or paper,
etc. that are not
needed

hue and cry: angry
protest
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7. Crying too much to explain, she lay in the shadowed
room watching the evening light make a sad little
pattern on the floor.

Then Father came into the room with a ruler in
his hands.

“I am going to beat you for this,” he said.
“Oh, no, no”, she screamed, hiding under the

bedclothes.
He pulled them aside.
“Sit up,” he ordered, “and hold out your hands.

You must be taught once and for all not to touch
what does not belong to you.”

“But it was for your b-b-birthday.”
Down came the ruler on her little, pink palms.

8. Hours later, when Grandmother had wrapped her
in a shawl and rocked her in the rocking-chair, the
child clung to her soft body.

“What did God make fathers for?” she sobbed.
“Here’s a clean hanky, darling. Blow your nose.

Go to sleep, pet; you’ll forget all about it in the
morning. I tried to explain to Father but he was too
upset to listen tonight.”

But the child never forgot. Next time she saw
him she quickly put both hands behind her back
and a red colour flew into her cheeks.

9. The Macdonalds lived next door. They had five
children. Looking through a gap in the fence the
little girl saw them playing ‘tag’ in the evening.
The father with the baby, Mao, on his shoulders,
two little girls hanging on to his coat pockets
ran round and round the flower-beds, shaking
with laughter. Once she saw the boys turn the
hose on him—and he tried to catch them laughing
all the time.

Then it was she decided there were different
sorts of fathers.

Suddenly, one day, Mother became ill, and she
and Grandmother went to hospital.

The little girl was left alone in the house with
Alice, the cook. That was all right in the daytime,

tag: a children’s
game of catching one
another
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36 / Beehive

The little girl saw through a gap the Macdonalds

playing ‘tag’ in the evening.

but while Alice was putting her to bed she grew
suddenly afraid.

10. “What’ll I do if I have a nightmare?” she asked. “I
often have nightmares and then Grannie takes me
into her bed—I can’t stay in the dark—it all gets
‘whispery’…”

“You just go to sleep, child,” said Alice, pulling
off her socks, “and don’t you scream and wake your
poor Pa.”

nightmare: a bad
dream
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The Little Girl / 37

But the same old nightmare came — the butcher
with a knife and a rope, who came nearer and
nearer, smiling that dreadful smile, while she could
not move, could only stand still, crying out,
“Grandma! Grandma!” She woke shivering to see
Father beside her bed, a candle in his hand.

“What’s the matter?” he said.
11. “Oh, a butcher — a knife — I want Grannie.” He

blew out the candle, bent down and caught up the
child in his arms, carrying her along the passage
to the big bedroom. A newspaper was on the bed.
He put away the paper, then carefully tucked up
the child. He lay down beside her. Half asleep still,
still with the butcher’s smile all about her it seemed,
she crept close to him, snuggled her head under
his arm, held tightly to his shirt.

Then the dark did not matter; she lay still.
“Here, rub your feet against my legs and get

them warm,” said Father.
12. Tired out, he slept before the little girl. A funny feeling

came over her. Poor Father, not so big, after all —
and with no one to look after him. He was harder
than Grandmother, but it was a nice hardness. And
every day he had to work and was too tired to be a
Mr Macdonald… She had torn up all his beautiful
writing… She stirred suddenly, and sighed.

“What’s the matter?” asked her father. “Another
dream?”

“Oh,” said the little girl, “my head’s on your heart.
I can hear it going. What a big heart you’ve got,
Father dear.”

KATHERINE MANSFIELD

tucked up: covered
up nicely in bed

snuggled: moved into
a warm, comfortable
position, close to
another person
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Thinking about the TThinking about the TThinking about the TThinking about the TThinking about the Teeeeextxtxtxtxt

I. Given below are some emotions that Kezia felt. Match the emotions in Column A
with the items in Column B.

A B

1. fear or terror (i) father comes into her room to give
her a goodbye kiss

2. glad sense of relief (ii) noise of the carriage grows fainter

3. a “funny” feeling, perhaps (iii) father comes home

of understanding (iv) speaking to father

(v) going to bed when alone at home

(vi) father comforts her and falls asleep

(vii) father stretched out on the sofa,
snoring

II. Answer the following questions in one or two sentences.

1. Why was Kezia afraid of her father?

2. Who were the people in Kezia’s family?

3. What was Kezia’s father’s routine
(i) before going to his office?
(ii) after coming back from his office?

(iii) on Sundays?

4. In what ways did Kezia’s grandmother encourage her to get to know her
father better?

III. Discuss these questions in class with your teacher and then write down your
answers in two or three paragraphs each.

1. Kezia’s efforts to please her father resulted in displeasing him very much.
How did this happen?

2. Kezia decides that there are “different kinds of fathers”. What kind of father
was Mr Macdonald, and how was he different from Kezia’s father?

3. How does Kezia begin to see her father as a human being who needs her
sympathy?

Thinking about LanguageThinking about LanguageThinking about LanguageThinking about LanguageThinking about Language

I. Look at the following sentence.

There was a glad sense of relief when she heard the noise of the carriage growing
fainter...

Here, glad means happy about something.

Glad, happy, pleased, delighted, thrilled and overjoyed are synonyms (words or
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The Little Girl / 39

expressions that have the same or nearly the same meaning.) However, they
express happiness in certain ways.

Read the sentences below.
• She was glad when the meeting was over.
• The chief guest was pleased to announce the name of the winner.

1. Use an appropriate word from the synonyms given above in the following
sentences. Clues are given in brackets.

(i) She was  by the news of her brother’s wedding. (very pleased)

(ii) I was  to be invited to the party. (extremely pleased and
excited about)

(iii) She was  at the birth of her granddaughter. (extremely happy)

(iv) The coach was  with his performance. (satisfied about)

(v) She was very  with her results. (happy about something
that has happened)

2. Study the use of the word big in the following sentence.

He was so big — his hands and his neck, especially his mouth…

Here, big means large in size.

Now, consult a dictionary and find out the meaning of big in the following
sentences. The first one has been done for you.

(i) You are a big girl now.      older

(ii) Today you are going to take the biggest decision of your career.

(iii) Their project is full of big ideas. 

(iv) Cricket is a big game in our country. 

(v) I am a big fan of Lata Mangeskar. 

(vi) You have to cook a bit more as my friend is a big eater. 

(vii) What a big heart you’ve got, Father dear. 

II. Verbs of Reporting

Study the following sentences.

• “What!” screamed Mother.
• “N-n-no”, she whispered.
• “Sit up,” he ordered.

The italicised words are verbs of reporting. We quote or report what someone
has said or thought by using a reporting verb. Every reporting clause contains
a reporting verb. For example:

• He promised to help in my project.
• “How are you doing?” Seema asked.
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We use verbs of reporting to advise, order, report statements, thoughts,
intentions, questions, requests, apologies, manner of speaking and so on.

1. Underline the verbs of reporting in the following sentences.

(i) He says he will enjoy the ride.

(ii) Father mentioned that he was going on a holiday.

(iii) No one told us that the shop was closed.

(iv) He answered that the price would go up.

(v) I wondered why he was screaming.

(vi) Ben told her to wake him up.

(vii) Ratan apologised for coming late to the party.

2. Some verbs of reporting are given in the box. Choose the appropriate verbs
and fill in the blanks in the following sentences.

were complaining shouted replied
remarked ordered suggested

(i) “I am not afraid,”  the woman.

(ii) “Leave me alone,” my mother .

(iii) The children  that the roads were crowded and noisy.

(iv) “Perhaps he isn’t a bad sort of a chap after all,”  the master.

(v) “Let’s go and look at the school ground,”  the sports teacher.

(vi) The traffic police  all the passers-by to keep off the road.

SpeakingSpeakingSpeakingSpeakingSpeaking

Form pairs or groups and discuss the following questions.

1. This story is not an Indian story. But do you think there are fathers, mothers
and grandmothers like the ones portrayed in the story in our own country?

2. Was Kezia’s father right to punish her? What kind of a person was he?
You might find some of these words useful in describing him:

undemonstrative loving strict hard-working
responsible unkind disciplinarian short-tempered

affectionate caring indifferent

WWWWWritingritingritingritingriting

Has your life been different from or similar to that of Kezia when you were a
child? Has your perception about your parents changed now? Do you find any
change in your parents’ behaviour vis-à-vis yours? Who has become more
understanding? What steps would you like to take to build a relationship based
on understanding? Write three or four paragraphs (150–200 words) discussing
these issues from your own experience.

40 / Beehive

2019-20



When the sky is covered with dark clouds and it starts raining,

have you ever listened to the patter of soft rain on the roof ?

What thoughts flashed through your mind as you heard this

melody of nature? Read the poem to find out what the poet

dreamed of while listening to the rain.

When the humid shadows hover
Over all the starry spheres
And the melancholy darkness
Gently weeps in rainy tears,
What a bliss to press the pillow
Of a cottage-chamber bed
And lie listening to the patter
Of the soft rain overhead!

Every tinkle on the shingles
Has an echo in the heart;
And a thousand dreamy fancies
Into busy being start,
And a thousand recollections
Weave their air-threads into woof,
As I listen to the patter
Of the rain upon the roof.

Now in memory comes my mother,
As she used in years agone,
To regard the darling dreamers
Ere she left them till the dawn:
O! I feel her fond look on me
As I list to this refrain
Which is played upon the shingles
By the patter of the rain.

COATES KINNEY

RRRRRain on the Roofain on the Roofain on the Roofain on the Roofain on the Roof
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42 / Beehive

GLOSSARY

tinkle: short, light ringing sounds

shingles: rectangular wooden tiles used on roofs

woof: weft, i.e. the threads woven across the loom

ere: old poetic word for ‘before’

refrain: a repeated part of a song or a poem; here, the sound of the rain

list: old poetic word for ‘listen’

Thinking about the PoemThinking about the PoemThinking about the PoemThinking about the PoemThinking about the Poem

I. 1. What do the following phrases mean to you? Discuss in class.

(i) humid shadows

(ii) starry spheres

(iii) what a bliss

(iv) a thousand dreamy fancies into busy being start

(v) a thousand recollections weave their air-threads into woof

2. What does the poet like to do when it rains?

3. What is the single major memory that comes to the poet? Who are the “darling
dreamers” he refers to?

4. Is the poet now a child? Is his mother still alive?

II. 1. When you were a young child, did your mother tuck you in, as the poet’s
did?

2. Do you like rain? What do you do when it rains steadily or heavily as
described in the poem?

3. Does everybody have a cosy bed to lie in when it rains? Look around you and
describe how different kinds of people or animals spend time, seek shelter
etc. during rain.

All that I am or ever hope it be, I owe to my

angel Mother.

ABRAHAM LINCOLN
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CBSE	Class	09	English	Language	and	Literature

Revision	Notes

BeehiveChapter-3

The	Little	Girl

This	story	is	about	a	little	girl	whose	feelings	for	her	father	change	from	fear	to

understanding.

The	little	girl	Kezia	was	afraid	of	her	father.	To	the	little	girl	he	was	a	figure	to	be

feared	and	avoided.	She	always	stuttered	when	she	spoke	to	him.

On	Sunday	afternoon	Kezia’s	grand-mother	sent	her	to	talk	to	her	parents,	but	they

were	always	busy.

Kezia	decided	to	present	a	pin-cushion	to	her	father	on	his	birthday.

She	stuffed	the	cushion	with	sheets	of	fine	paper	which	were	very	important	to	her

father.	On	knowing	the	truth,	he	got	very	angry	and	punished	her.

One	day	Kezia	saw	her	neighbour,	Mr	Macdonal	playing	with	his	children.	She	then

decided	that	there	were	different	types	of	fathers.

One	day	her	mother	got	ill	and	Kezia	was	alone	at	home.

Alice,	the	cook,	put	her	into	the	bed.	She	got	a	horrible	nightmare	and	started

screaming.

Her	father	came	and	took	her	to	his	bed.	She	lay	down	close	to	him.

He	was	too	tired	and	slept	before	her.

Then	did	she	realize	that	everyday	her	father	had	to	work	hard	and	was	too	tired.	She

understands	the	reasons	for	his	bad	behaviour.	He	seems	to	have	no	time	but	has	got

a	big	heart.
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CBSE	Class	9	English	Langauge	and	Literature

NCERT	Solutions

Beehive	Chapter	03

The	Little	Girl

Page	No:	38	Thinking	about	the	Text

I.	Given	below	are	some	emotions	that	Kezia	felt.	Match	the	emotions	in	Column	A	with

the	items	in	Column	B.

A B

1.	Fear	or	terror
(i)	Father	comes	into	her	room	to	give	her	a

goodbye	kiss

2.	glad	sense	of	relief (ii)	Noise	of	the	carriage	grows	fainter

3.	a	“funny”	feeling,	perhaps	of

understanding
(iii)	Father	comes	home

	 (iv)	Speaking	to	father

	 (v)	Going	to	bed	when	alone	at	home

	 (vi)	Father	comforts	her	and	falls	asleep

	 (vii)	Father	stretched	out	on	the	sofa,	snoring

Ans:

A B

1.	Fear	or	terror

(iii)	Father	comes	home

(iv)	Speaking	to	father

(v)	Going	to	bed	when	alone	at	home

(vii)	Father	stretched	out	on	the	sofa,	snoring

2.	glad	sense	of	relief

(i)	Father	comes	into	her	room	to	give	her	a

goodbye	kiss

(ii)	Noise	of	the	carriage	grows	fainter
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3.	a	“funny”	feeling,	perhaps	of

understanding
(vi)	Father	comforts	her	and	falls	asleep

II.	Answer	the	following	questions	in	one	or	two	sentences.

1.	Why	was	Kezia	afraid	of	her	father?

Ans:	Kezia	was	afraid	of	her	father	because	he	was	very	strict	who	always	used	to	give

commands	to	everybody	else	in	the	house.	He	never	played	with	her.	He	had	big	hands	and

heavy	face	especially	his	mouth,	when	he	yawned,	were	big	and	she	was	especially	terrified

with	the	manner	in	which	he	looked	at	her	over	his	spectacles.

2.	Who	were	the	people	in	Kezia’s	family?

Ans:	Kezia’s	family	consisted	of	her	mother,	father,	grandmother	and	herself.

3.	What	was	Kezia’s	father’s	routine

(i)	before	going	to	his	office?

(ii)	after	coming	back	from	his	office?

(iii)	on	Sundays?

Ans:	(i)	Before	going	to	his	office,	Kezia’s	father	usually	went	into	her	room	to	give	her	a

casual	kiss.

(ii)	After	coming	back	from	his	office,	he	ordered	for	tea	to	be	brought	into	the	drawing

room.	He	also	asked	her	mother	to	bring	him	the	newspaper	and	his	slippers,	and	Kezia	to

pull	off	his	boots.

(iii)	On	Sunday,	Kezia's	father	would	stretch	out	on	the	sofa.	He	would	cover	his	face	with	his

handkerchief,	put	his	feet	on	one	of	the	cushions	and	sleep	soundly.

4.	In	what	ways	did	Kezia’s	grandmother	encourage	her	to	get	to	know	her	father

better?

Ans:	Kezia’s	grandmother	encouraged	her	to	get	to	know	her	father	better	by	sending	her	to

the	drawing	room	to	talk	to	her	parents	on	Sundays.	She	also	suggested	Kezia	to	make	a	pin

cushion	out	of	a	beautiful	piece	of	yellow	silk	as	a	gift	for	her	father’s	birthday.

III.	Discuss	these	questions	in	class	with	your	teacher	and	then	write	down	your
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answers	in	two	or	three	paragraphs	each.

1.	Kezia’s	efforts	to	please	her	father	resulted	in	displeasing	him	very	much.	How	did

this	happen?

Ans:	Kezia	efforts	to	please	her	father	resulted	in	displeasing	him.	On	every	Sunday,	her

grandmother	sent	her	down	to	the	drawing	room	to	have	a	nice	talk	with	father	and	mother.

But	her	presence	always	irritated	the	father.	He	used	to	call	her	'little	brown	owl'.

One	day	her	grandmother	told	her	that	her	father's	birthday	would	be	next	week	and

suggested	that	she	should	make	him	a	pin-cushion	for	beautiful	gift.	After	stitching	three

sides	of	the	cushion	with	double	cotton	with	great	care	and	effort,	Kezia	was	stuck	as	to	what

to	fill	the	cushion	with.	Since	her	grandmother	was	busy	in	the	garden,	she	searched	her

Mother's	bedroom	for	scraps.	Finally,	she	discovered	sheets	of	paper	on	the	bed	table.	She

gathered	these,	tore	them	up	and	filled	the	cushion	with	the	torn	pieces.

Unfortunately,	her	efforts	to	please	her	father	not	only	went	in	vain	but	also	had	an

unanticipated	consequence.	This	was	because	the	sheets	she	had	torn	were	her	father’s

speech	for	the	Port	Authority.	Her	father	scolded	her	for	touching	things	that	did	not	belong

to	her	and	punished	her	by	hitting	her	palm	with	a	ruler.

2.	Kezia	decides	that	there	are	“different	kinds	of	fathers”.	What	kind	of	father	was	Mr

Macdonald,	and	how	was	he	different	from	Kezia’s	father?

Ans:	Kezia	compared	her	father	with	Mr.	Macdonald,	her	next	door	neighbour.	He	was	a

loving,	gentle	and	forgiving	father.	He	was	always	smiling	and	playing	with	his	children.	He

treated	his	children	in	a	friendly	manner.

He	was	just	opposite	to	Kezia's	father.	Unlike	Kezia's	father	he	never	punished	his	children.

He	played	with	them	whenever	he	was	free.	Kezia's	father	was	very	harsh	and	a	strict

disciplinarian.

3.	How	does	Kezia	begin	to	see	her	father	as	a	human	being	who	needs	her	sympathy?

Ans:	With	her	mother	and	grandmother	at	the	hospital,	Kezia	is	left	at	home	in	the	care	of

Alice,	the	cook.	At	night,	after	she	is	put	to	bed	by	the	cook,	she	has	a	nightmare

She	calls	for	her	grandmother	but,	to	her	surprise,	she	finds	her	father	standing	near	her

bed.	He	takes	her	in	his	arms	and	makes	her	sleep	next	to	him.	Half	asleep,	she	creeps	close
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to	him,	snuggles	her	head	under	his	arm,	and	holds	tightly	to	his	shirt.	Her	father	asks	her	to

rub	her	feet	against	his	legs	for	warmth.

Her	father	goes	off	to	sleep	before	her.	This	makes	her	understand	that	he	has	to	work	hard

every	day	and	this	leaves	him	too	tired	to	be	like	Mr	Macdonald.	She	expresses	her	altered

feelings	for	her	father	by	telling	him	that	he	has	a	'big	heart'.

Page	No:	39	Thinking	about	Language

I.	Look	at	the	following	sentence.

																																							pleased,	joyed,	thrilled,	delighted,	happy

1.	Use	an	appropriate	word	from	the	synonyms	given	above	in	the	following	sentences.

Clues	are	given	in	brackets.

(i)	She	was	____	by	the	news	of	her	brother’s	wedding.	(very	pleased)

(ii)	I	was	____to	be	invited	to	the	party.	(extremely	pleased	and	excited	about)

(iii)	She	was	____	at	the	birth	of	her	granddaughter.	(extremely	happy)

(iv)	The	coach	was	____	with	his	performance.	(satisfied	about)

(v)	She	was	very	____	with	her	results.	(happy	about	something	that	has	happened).

Ans:	(i)	She	was	thrilled	by	the	news	of	her	brother’s	wedding.

(ii)	I	was	delighted	to	be	invited	to	the	party.

(iii)	She	was	over	joyed	at	the	birth	of	her	granddaughter.

(iv)	The	coach	was	pleased	with	his	performance.

(v)	She	was	very	happy	with	her	results.

2.	Study	the	use	of	the	word	big	in	the	following	sentence.

He	was	so	big	−	his	hands	and	his	neck,	especially	his	mouth…

Here,	big	means	large	in	size.

Now,	consult	a	dictionary	and	find	out	the	meaning	of	big	in	the	following	sentences.

The	first	one	has	been	done	for	you.

(i)	You	are	a	big	girl	now.	older

(ii)	Today	you	are	going	to	make	the	biggest	decision	of	your	career.	____

(iii)	Their	project	is	full	of	big	ideas.	____

(iv)	Cricket	is	a	big	game	in	our	country.	____
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(v)	I	am	a	big	fan	of	Lata	Mangeskar.	____

(vi)	You	have	to	cook	a	bit	more	as	my	friend	is	a	big	eater.	____

(vii)	What	a	big	heart	you’ve	got,	Father	dear.	____

Ans:	(ii)	most	important

(iii)	innovation

(iv)	popular

(v)	great

(vi)	gourmet

(vii)	generous

Page	No:	40

1.	Underline	the	verbs	of	reporting	in	the	following	sentences.

(i)	He	says	he	will	enjoy	the	ride.

(ii)	Father	mentioned	that	he	was	going	on	a	holiday.

(iii)	No	one	told	us	that	the	shop	was	closed.

(iv)	He	answered	that	the	price	would	go	up.

(v)	I	wondered	why	he	was	screaming.

(vi)	Ben	told	her	to	wake	him	up.

(vii)	Ratan	apologised	for	coming	late	to	the	party.

Ans:	(i)	He	says	he	will	enjoy	the	ride.

(ii)	Father	mentioned	that	he	was	going	on	a	holiday.

(iii)	No	one	told	us	that	the	shop	was	closed.

(iv)	He	answered	that	the	price	would	go	up.

(v)	I	wondered	why	he	was	screaming.

(vi)	Ben	told	her	to	wake	him	up.

(vii)	Ratan	apologized	for	coming	late	to	the	party.

	

2.	Some	verbs	of	reporting	are	given	in	the	box.	Choose	the	appropriate	verbs	and	fill	in

http://mycbseguide.com/


Material	downloaded	from	myCBSEguide.com. 6	/	6

the	blanks	in	the	following	sentences.

were	complaining shouted replied

remarked ordered suggested

(i)	“I	am	not	afraid,”	____	the	woman.

(ii)	“Leave	me	alone,”	my	mother	____.

(iii)	The	children	____	that	the	roads	were	crowded	and	noisy.

(iv)	“Perhaps	he	isn’t	a	bad	sort	of	a	chap	after	all,”	____the	master.

(v)	“Let’s	go	and	look	at	the	school	ground,”	____	the	sports	teacher.

(vi)	The	traffic	police	____	all	the	passers-by	to	keep	off	the	road.

Ans:	(i)	“I	am	not	afraid,”replied	the	woman.

(ii)	“Leave	me	alone,”	my	mother	shouted.

(iii)	The	children	were	complaining	that	the	roads	were	crowded	and	noisy.

(iv)	“Perhaps	he	isn’t	a	bad	sort	of	a	chap	after	all,”remarked	the	master.

(v)	“Let’s	go	and	look	at	the	school	ground,”	suggested	the	sports	teacher.

(vi)	The	traffic	police	ordered	all	the	passers-by	to	keep	off	the	road.
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CBSE	Class	9	English	Language	and	Literature

Beehive	Chapter-3	The	Little	Girl

Test	Paper-01

Read	the	following	passages	and	answer	the	questions:

1.	 She	never	stuttered	with	other	people	—	had	quite	given	it	up	—	but	only	with	Father,

because	then	she	was	trying	so	hard	to	say	the	words	properly.

a.	 Who	was	she?

b.	 Why	did	she	stutter	and	in	front	of	whom?

c.	 Why	did	she	try	so	hard	to	say	words	properly?

d.	 Who	was	she	afraid	of?

2.	 On	Sunday	afternoons	Grandmother	sent	her	down	to	the	drawing-room	to	have	a	“nice

talk	with	Father	and	Mother”.	But	the	little	girl	always	found	Mother	reading	and	Father

stretched	out	on	the	sofa,	his	handkerchief	on	his	face,	his	feet	on	one	of	the	best

cushions,	sleeping	soundly	and	snoring.

a.	 Where	did	the	grandmother	send	Kezia	on	Sunday	afternoons?

b.	 What	did	the	girl	always	do	after	going	to	drawing	room?

c.	 What	was	father’s	usual	habit?

d.	 Why	was	Kezia	sent	to	her	father	and	mother?

Answer	the	following	questions	in	about	30	words:

3.	 “What’s	the	matter?	What	are	you	looking	so	wretched	about?	Who	said	these	words,	to

whom	and	about	whom?

4.	 ‘You	look	like	a	brown	owl’.	Why	did	father	say	it	to	Kezia?

5.	 Why	did	the	grandmother	ask	to	make	a	surprise	gift?

6.	 Who	was	MacDonald?

7.	 Why	was	Kezia	afraid	of	sleeping	alone	at	night?

8.	 Where	did	mother	and	grandmother	go	leaving	Kezia	alone	at	home?

Answer	the	following	questions	in	about	100	words:

9.	 How	Mr.	MacDonald	different	from	Kezia’s	father?

10.	 How	did	a	change	occur	in	Kezia	towards	her	father?
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CBSE	Class	9	English	Language	and	Literature

Beehive	Chapter-3	The	Little	Girl

Test	Paper-01

Answer

1.	 a.	 She	was	Kezia,	the	little	girl.

b.	 She	stuttered	in	front	her	father	because	she	was	afraid	of	him.

c.	 She	tried	hard	to	say	words	properly	in	front	of	her	father	but	couldn’t	because	she

was	afraid	of	him.

d.	 She	was	afraid	of	her	father	because	he	had	a	huge	body	and	behaved	very	strictly	in

front	of	her.

2.	 a.	 The	grandmother	sent	Kezia	to	the	drawing	room	on	Sunday	afternoons	to	be	with

her	father	and	mother.

b.	 The	girl	always	stood	still,	afraid	and	shaken	in	front	of	her	father,	after	going	to

drawing	room.

c.	 Father’s	usual	habit	on	Sunday	afternoons	was	to	sleep	on	the	sofa	with	handkerchief

on	his	face	and	his	legs	on	a	fine	cushion,	snoring	heavily.

d.	 Kezia	sent	to	her	father	and	mother	to	be	with	them	and	talk	to	them.	She	was	always

fearful	of	her	father	and	stuttered	in	front	of	him.

3.	 These	words	were	spoken	by	Kezia’s	father	to	her	mother	about	Kezia.

4.	 ‘You	look	like	a	brown	owl’.	The	father	said	it	to	Kezia	because	she	was	afraid	of	him	and

stood	still	in	the	drawing	room,	staring	at	him	blankly.

5.	 The	grandmother	asked	Kezia	to	make	a	surprise	gift,	a	pin	cushion	with	yellow	silk,	for

her	father	on	his	birthday.

6.	 MacDonald	was	the	neighbor	of	Kezia.	He	had	five	children	and	he	used	to	often	play

with	them.

7.	 Kezia	was	afraid	of	sleeping	alone	at	night	because	she	used	to	have	nightmares.

8.	 Mother	and	grandmother	went	to	Hospital	when	mother	fell	sick,	leaving	Kezia	alone	at

home.

9.	 Mr.	MacDonald	was	a	friendly	person.	He	used	to	play	with	his	children	in	the	garden,

laugh	at	their	pranks	and	did	not	scold	them.	Whereas	Kezia’s	father	was	a	strict,	used	to

speak	little	and	had	a	stern	face.	He	never	played	with	Kezia.	He	used	to	scold	Kezia	for
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her	mistakes,	even	when	she	stuttered	he	never	tried	to	pacify	her.	He	would	comment

on	her	behavior	and	her	actions.

10.	 A	change	occurred	in	Kezia	towards	her	father	when	her	mother	had	to	go	to	hospital	for

her	treatment	and	she	had	to	sleep	alone	at	home.	Kezia	was	always	afraid	of	sleeping

alone	as	she	used	to	get	nightmares.	Her	mother	would	take	her	to	her	bedroom	and

made	her	sleep	with	her	whenever	Kezia	was	afraid.	That	night	when	she	was	alone	at

home	and	had	the	nightmare,	her	father	took	her	to	his	room	and	made	her	comfortable

and	took	her	to	his	bed	to	sleep.
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4. A TRULY BEAUTIFUL MIND

The story of Einstein tries to show him as a human being, a fairly
ordinary person who had his likes and dislikes, his streaks of rebellion,
and his problems. The class can think about how a ‘great person’ was
perceived before being recognised as ‘great’: it is not as though great
people are born with a special sign that allows us to recognise them
instantly! What qualities in a person, then, make them a genius or a
great person?

You can take the help of a science teacher to explain Einstein’s Theory
of Relativity, to talk about Einstein, and build inter-subject cooperation.

The exercise of matching headings to paragraphs in the lesson is useful
for finding the topic sentence or to scan a paragraph for specific
information. Students may be asked to provide a different heading if
they feel some other point is equally important.

Students should be guided to write a newspaper report. Note the points
given below. Illustrate them by bringing examples from newspapers into
the class, and ask students to bring their own examples.

• A report should have:

1. A headline
2. Name of the reporter e.g. ‘By a Staff Reporter’, etc.
3. Place, date, source (the source may also be given at the end of the

report).

• The beginning is usually an expansion of the headline.  The middle

paragraph gives the details.  It is followed by the conclusion or the
summing up.

• The report should be brief, but the headline and the style should be

eye-catching.

• Sometimes important points are given in a box in the centre of the

report.

• Regarding the language of the reports:

1. passives for past action (for example: It is found ..., .. . has been
unearthed.)
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2. present tense for statements (The document contains…, The
manuscript describes…)

This unit has a passage for dictation, an anecdote. Dictation is an
exercise that requires the individual participation of each student. It
fosters unconscious thinking, and draws attention to language form.
Students can also be given opportunities for self or peer correction after
the dictation.

• Students should first read the passage silently, noticing the use of

punctuation marks.

• The passage to be dictated should be read aloud twice in the class

with proper intonation, and pauses between meaningful phrases.

• The passage is read a third time for students to check through.

5. THE SNAKE AND THE MIRROR

‘The Snake and the Mirror’ is a complex story of self-discovery that is
humorously told. The narrator is a vain and foolish young man who in
a moment of crisis realises that he is “poor, foolish and stupid”. The
questions are designed to help the students notice the humour in the
narration.

This unit has a formal, expository passage for dictation. Students should
be encouraged to learn the spellings of unfamiliar words beforehand.
The dictation of such passages also encourages the development of
grammar in the students’ minds, as they recall complex language.

The Writing task is based on a sketch from a photograph that tells a
story. Encourage the students to read the words given alongside the
sketch. Let the students form pairs or groups to talk freely about the
sketch before they start writing.

A new kind of activity introduced in this lesson is to compare two
translations of the beginning of a story. This activity suggests to the
students that language is not ‘fixed’; there are different ways of
experiencing an idea, which also lead to small changes in the idea that
is expressed. This activity should be done as a fun activity.

6. MY CHILDHOOD

The autobiographical account of childhood embodies the themes of
harmony and prejudice, tradition and change. The questions guide the
children to identify the instances of the themes.

A map reading activity is given in this unit.  Students will find out the
geographical location of Dhanushkodi and Rameswaram, and
the languages spoken at that time by different communities. This

44 / Beehive
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will develop a critical understanding of how life and society in
the deep south changed and developed over the years. Dhanuskodi
and Rameswaram are on an island, the Pamban Island, off the
Tamil Nadu coast.

The dictionary work encourages children to identify the contexts, literal
and metaphorical, in which the given words occur. You may find other
such words to add to the exercise.

The dictation exercise in this unit requires the rearrangement of jumbled
paragraphs. Ideally this kind of dictation should be carried out with
passages that the students have not seen before.

The teacher dictates the three parts of the given passage, in random
order, one to each group in class, for example part two first, then part
three, and finally part one. The class has to share information in order
to put the text together in the right order. This can be a class activity
directed by the teacher.

The Speaking exercise includes an activity requiring students to ask
other people for their opinion on the topic.

7. PACKING

This is a humorous story about the confusion and mess made by
inexperienced packing. Draw the attention of the students to the antics
of Montmorency, the dog. Help students to find humorous elements in
the story such as Jerome finding his toothbrush inside the shoe and
Harris squashing the tomatoes. Draw their attention to humour in the
narration, such as “Montmorency’s ambition in life is to get in the way
and be sworn at,” or the beginning of the narration “Packing is one of
those many things that I feel I know more about than any other person
living.(It surprises me myself, sometimes, how many such things there
are.)”

An activity in this unit is to collect examples of instructions and
directions such as those given in pamphlets for different products. An
example has been provided of a pamphlet with instructions in different
foreign languages. The purpose is to encourage students to find other
such pamphlets as a fun activity.

Notes for the Teacher / 45
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• Who do you think of, when you hear the word ‘genius’? Who

is a genius — what qualities do you think a genius has?

• We shall now read about a young German civil servant who

took the world by storm about a hundred years ago. In the

summer of 1905, the 26-year-old published in quick succession

four ground-breaking papers: about light, the motion of

particles, the electrodynamics of moving bodies, and energy.

His work took up only a few pages in scientific journals, but

changed forever our understanding of space, time and the

entire cosmos — and transformed the name ‘Einstein’ into a

synonym for genius.

• Fifty years after his death, Albert Einstein’s genius still reigns.

1. ALBERT Einstein was born on 14 March 1879 in the
German city of Ulm, without any indication that he
was destined for greatness.  On the contrary, his
mother thought Albert was a freak. To her, his head
seemed much too large.

2. At the age of two-and-a-half, Einstein still wasn’t
talking. When he finally did learn to speak, he uttered
everything twice. Einstein did not know what to do
with other children, and his playmates called him
“Brother Boring.” So the youngster played by himself

4. A T4. A T4. A T4. A T4. A Truly Beautiful Mindruly Beautiful Mindruly Beautiful Mindruly Beautiful Mindruly Beautiful Mind

freak: a word used
disapprovingly to talk
about a person who is
unusual and doesn’t
behave, look or think
like others

Otto Neugebauer, the historian of ancient mathematics, told a
story about the boy Einstein that he characterises as a “legend”,
but that seems fairly authentic. As he was a late talker, his parents
were worried. At last, at the supper table one night, he broke his
silence to say, “The soup is too hot.” Greatly relieved, his parents
asked why he had never said a word before. Albert replied,
“Because up to now everything was in order.”
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much of the time. He especially loved mechanical
toys. Looking at his newborn sister, Maja, he is said
to have said: “Fine, but where are her wheels?”

3. A headmaster once told his father that what
Einstein chose as a profession wouldn’t matter,
because “he’ll never make a success at anything.”
Einstein began learning to play the violin at the
age of six, because his mother wanted him to; he
later became a gifted amateur violinist, maintaining
this skill throughout his life.

4. But Albert Einstein was not a bad pupil.  He went
to high school in Munich, where Einstein’s family
had moved when he was 15 months old, and scored
good marks in almost every subject. Einstein hated
the school’s regimentation, and often clashed with
his teachers. At the age of 15, Einstein felt so stifled
there that he left the school for good.

5. The previous year, Albert’s parents had moved to
Milan, and left their son with relatives.  After prolonged
discussion, Einstein got his wish to continue his
education in German-speaking Switzerland, in a city
which was more liberal than Munich.

6. Einstein was highly gifted in mathematics and
interested in physics, and after finishing school,
he decided to study at a university in Zurich. But
science wasn’t the only thing that appealed to the
dashing young man with the walrus moustache.

amateur: doing
something for
personal enjoyment
rather than as a
profession

regimentation: order
or discipline taken to
an extreme

stifled: unable to
breathe; suffocated

liberal: willing to
understand and
respect others’
opinions

Einstein in 1900 at the

age of 21.

Einstein in 1955 as we

remember him now
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7. He also felt a special interest in a fellow student,
Mileva Maric, whom he found to be a “clever
creature.”  This young Serb had come to Switzerland
because the University in Zurich was one of the few
in Europe where women could get degrees. Einstein
saw in her an ally  against the “philistines”—
those people in his family and at the university
with whom he was constantly at odds. The couple
fell in love.  Letters survive in which they put their
affection into words, mixing science with
tenderness. Wrote Einstein: “How happy and proud
I shall be when we both have brought our work on
relativity to a victorious conclusion.”

8. In 1900, at the age of 21, Albert Einstein was a
university graduate and unemployed. He worked
as a teaching assistant, gave private lessons and
finally secured a job in 1902 as a technical expert
in the patent office in Bern. While he was supposed
to be assessing other people’s inventions, Einstein
was actually developing his own ideas in secret. He
is said to have jokingly called his desk drawer at
work the “bureau of theoretical physics.”

9. One of the famous papers of 1905 was Einstein’s
Special Theory of Relativity, according to which time
and distance are not absolute. Indeed, two perfectly
accurate clocks will not continue to show the same
time if they come together again after a journey if
one of them has been moving very fast relative to
the other. From this followed the world’s most
famous formula which describes the relationship
between mass and energy:

E = mc2

* * *

ally: a friend or an
associate

philistines: a word
used disapprovingly
to talk about people
who do not like art,
literature or music

(In this mathematical equation, E stands for energy, m for mass

and c for the speed of the light in a vacuum (about 300,000 km/s).

When you sit with a nice girl for two hours, it
seems like two minutes. When you sit on a
hot stove for two minutes, it seems like two
hours —that’s relativity. – ALBERT EINSTEIN

patent: a document
which gives the
rights of an invention
to an inventor

absolute: measured
in itself, not in
relation to anything
else
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10. While Einstein was solving the most difficult
problems in physics, his private life was
unravelling. Albert had wanted to marry Mileva right
after finishing his studies, but his mother was
against it.  She thought Mileva, who was three years
older than her son, was too old for him. She was
also bothered by Mileva’s intelligence. “She is a
book like you,” his mother said. Einstein put the
wedding off.

11. The pair finally married in January 1903, and had
two sons.  But a few years later, the marriage
faltered. Mileva, meanwhile, was losing her
intellectual ambition and becoming an unhappy
housewife.  After years of constant fighting, the
couple finally divorced in 1919.  Einstein married
his cousin Elsa the same year.

* * *

12.Einstein’s new personal chapter coincided with his
rise to world fame. In 1915, he had published his
General Theory of Relativity, which provided a new
interpretation of gravity.  An eclipse of the sun in
1919 brought proof that it was accurate. Einstein
had correctly calculated in advance the extent to
which the light from fixed stars would be deflected
through the sun’s gravitational field. The newspapers
proclaimed his work as “a scientific revolution.”

13. Einstein received the Nobel Prize for Physics in
1921. He was showered with honours and invitations
from all over the world, and lauded by the press.

* * *

14. When the Nazis came to power in Germany in 1933,
Einstein emigrated to the United States.  Five years
later, the discovery of nuclear fission in Berlin had
American physicists in an uproar.  Many of them
had fled from Fascism, just as Einstein had, and
now they were afraid the Nazis could build and use
an atomic bomb.

deflected: changed
direction because it
hit something

in an uproar: very
upset

faltered: became
weak

unravelling: starting
to fail
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15. At the urging of a colleague, Einstein wrote a letter
to the American President, Franklin D. Roosevelt,
on 2 August 1939, in which he warned: “A single
bomb of this type . . . exploded in a port, might very
well destroy the whole port together with some of
the surrounding territory.” His words did not fail to
have an effect.  The Americans developed the atomic
bomb in a secret project of their own, and dropped
it on the Japanese cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki
in August 1945.

16. Einstein was deeply shaken by the extent of the
destruction.  This time he wrote a public missive to
the United Nations.  In it he proposed the formation
of a world government. Unlike the letter to Roosevelt,
this one made no impact.  But over the next decade,
Einstein got ever more involved in politics —
agitating for an end to the arms buildup and using
his popularity to campaign for peace and democracy.

17. When Einstein died in 1955 at the age of 76, he
was celebrated as a visionary and world citizen as
much as a scientific genius.

Thinking about the TThinking about the TThinking about the TThinking about the TThinking about the Teeeeextxtxtxtxt

1.Here are some headings for paragraphs in the text. Write the number(s) of the
paragraph(s) for each title against the heading. The first one is done for you.

(i) Einstein’s equation

(ii) Einstein meets his future wife

(iii) The making of a violinist

(iv) Mileva and Einstein’s mother

(v) A letter that launched the arms race

(vi) A desk drawer full of ideas

(vii) Marriage and divorce

missive: letter,
especially long and
official

visionary: a person
who can think about
the future in an
original and
intelligent way

9

2019-20



A Truly Beautiful Mind / 51

2. Who had these opinions about Einstein?

(i) He was boring.

(ii) He was stupid and would never succeed in life.

(iii) He was a freak.

3. Explain what the reasons for the following are.

(i) Einstein leaving the school in Munich for good.

(ii) Einstein wanting to study in Switzerland rather than in Munich.

(iii) Einstein seeing in Mileva an ally.

(iv) What do these tell you about Einstein?

4. What did Einstein call his desk drawer at the patent office? Why?

5. Why did Einstein write a letter to Franklin Roosevelt?

6. How did Einstein react to the bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki?

7. Why does the world remember Einstein as a “world citizen”?

8. Here are some facts from Einstein’s life. Arrange them in chronological order.

[   ] Einstein publishes his special theory of relativity.

[   ] He is awarded the Nobel Prize in Physics.

[   ] Einstein writes a letter to U.S. President, Franklin D. Roosevelt, and
warns against Germany’s building of an atomic bomb.

[   ] Einstein attends a high school in Munich.

[   ] Einstein’s family moves to Milan.

[   ] Einstein is born in the German city of Ulm.

[   ] Einstein joins a university in Zurich, where he meets Mileva.

[   ] Einstein dies.

[   ] He provides a new interpretation of gravity.

[   ] Tired of the school’s regimentation, Einstein withdraws from school.

[   ] He works in a patent office as a technical expert.

[   ] When Hitler comes to power, Einstein leaves Germany for the United
States.

Thinking about LanguageThinking about LanguageThinking about LanguageThinking about LanguageThinking about Language

I. Here are some sentences from the story.  Choose the word from the brackets
which can be substituted for the italicised words in the sentences.

1. A few years later, the marriage faltered. (failed, broke, became weak).

2. Einstein was constantly at odds with people at the university. (on bad terms,
in disagreement, unhappy)

3. The newspapers proclaimed his work as “a scientific revolution.” (declared,
praised, showed)
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4. Einstein got ever more involved in politics, agitating for an end to the arms
buildup. (campaigning, fighting, supporting)

5. At the age of 15, Einstein felt so stifled that he left the school for good.
(permanently, for his benefit, for a short time)

6. Five years later, the discovery of nuclear fission in Berlin had American
physicists in an uproar. (in a state of commotion, full of criticism, in a
desperate state)

7. Science wasn’t the only thing that appealed to the dashing young man with
the walrus moustache. (interested, challenged, worried)

II. Study the following sentences.

• Einstein became a gifted amateur violinist, maintaining this skill throughout

his life.

• Letters survive in which they put their affection into words, mixing science

with tenderness.

The parts in italics in the above sentences begin with –ing verbs, and are called
participial phrases.  Participial phrases say something more about the person
or thing talked about or the idea expressed by the sentence as a whole. For
example:

– Einstein became a gifted amateur violinist. He maintained this skill

throughout his life.

Complete the sentences below by filling in the blanks with suitable participial
clauses. The information that has to be used in the phrases is provided as a
sentence in brackets.

1. , the firefighters finally put out the fire.  (They worked
round the clock.)

2. She watched the sunset above the mountain,  (She noticed
the colours blending softly into one another.)

3. The excited horse pawed the ground rapidly,  (While it
neighed continually.)

4. , I found myself in Bangalore, instead of Benaras. (I had
taken the wrong train.)

5. , I was desperate to get to the bathroom. (I had not bathed
for two days)

6. The stone steps,   needed to be replaced. (They were worn
down).

7. The actor received hundreds of letters from his fans,  
(They asked him to send them his photograph.)
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WWWWWriting Newspaper Reportsriting Newspaper Reportsriting Newspaper Reportsriting Newspaper Reportsriting Newspaper Reports

Here are some notes which you could use to write a report.

21 August 2005 — original handwritten manuscript of Albert Einstein
unearthed  — by student Rowdy Boeynik in the University of the
Netherlands — Boeynik researching papers — papers belonging to an
old friend of Einstein — fingerprints of Einstein on these papers —
16-page document dated 1924 — Einstein’s work on this last theory —
behaviour of atoms at low temperature — now known as the Bose-Einstein
condensation — the manuscript to be kept at Leyden University where
Einstein got the Nobel Prize.

Write a report which has four paragraphs, one each on:

• What was unearthed.

• Who unearthed it and when.

• What the document contained.

• Where it will be kept.

Your report could begin like this:

Student Unearths Einstein Manuscript

21 AUGUST 2005. An original handwritten Albert Einstein manuscript
has been unearthed at a university in the Netherlands ...

DictationDictationDictationDictationDictation

Your teacher will dictate these paragraphs to you. Write down the paragraphs
with correct punctuation marks.

In 1931 Charlie Chaplin invited Albert Einstein, who was visiting Hollywood,
to a private screening of his new film, City Lights. As the two men drove into
town together, passersby waved and cheered. Chaplin turned to his guest and
explained: “The people are applauding you because none of them understands
you and applauding me because everybody understands me.”

One of Einstein’s colleagues asked him for his telephone number one
day. Einstein reached for a telephone directory and looked it up. “You don’t
remember your own number?” the man asked, startled.

“No,” Einstein answered. “Why should I memorise something I can so
easily get from a book?” (In fact, Einstein claimed never to memorise anything
which could be looked up in less than two minutes.)
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This well known poem explores the poet’s longing for the peace

and tranquillity of Innisfree, a place where he spent a lot of

time as a boy. This poem is a lyric.

I will arise and go now, and go to Innisfree,
And a small cabin build there, of clay and wattles made:
Nine bean-rows will I have there, a hive for the honeybee,
And live alone in the bee-loud glade.

And I shall have some peace there, for peace comes dropping slow
Dropping from the veils of the morning to where the cricket sings;
There midnight’s all a glimmer, and noon a purple glow,
And evenings full of the linnet’s wings.

I will arise and go now, for always night and day
I hear the lake water lapping with low sounds by the shore;
While I stand on the roadway, or on the pavements grey,
I hear it in the deep heart’s core.

WILLIAM BUTLER YEATS

GLOSSARY

wattles: twisted sticks for making fences, walls

glade: clearing; open space

linnet: a small brown and grey bird with a short beak

Thinking about the PoemThinking about the PoemThinking about the PoemThinking about the PoemThinking about the Poem

I. 1.What kind of place is Innisfree? Think about:

(i) the three things the poet wants to do when he goes back there (stanza I);

(ii) what he hears and sees there and its effect on him (stanza II);

(iii) what he hears in his “heart’s core” even when he is far away from
Innisfree (stanza III).

The LThe LThe LThe LThe Lakakakakake Isle of Innisfreee Isle of Innisfreee Isle of Innisfreee Isle of Innisfreee Isle of Innisfree
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2. By now you may have concluded that Innisfree is a simple, natural place,
full of beauty and peace. How does the poet contrast it with where he now
stands? (Read stanza III.)

3. Do you think Innisfree is only a place, or a state of mind? Does the poet
actually miss the place of his boyhood days?

II. 1. Look at the words the poet uses to describe what he sees and hears at
Innisfree

(i) bee-loud glade

(ii) evenings full of the linnet’s wings

(iii) lake water lapping with low sounds

What pictures do these words create in your mind?

2. Look at these words;

... peace comes dropping slow
Dropping from the veils of the morning to where the cricket sings

What do these words mean to you? What do you think “comes dropping
slow...from the veils of the morning”? What does “to where the cricket sings”
mean?

Health is the greatest gift, contentment

the greatest wealth, faithfulness the best

relationship.

GAUTAMA BUDDHA
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CBSE	Class	09	English	Language	and	Literature

Revision	Notes

Beehive	Chapter-4	

A	Truly	Beautiful	Mind

Albert	Einstein	was	considered	as	a	scientific	genius.	He	was	also	a	gifted	amateur

violinist.

He	was	born	on	14	March	1879	in	the	German	city	of	Ulm.

Einstein	went	to	high	school	in	Munich	but	he	did	not	like	school	regimentation	and

left	the	school.	He	continued	his	education	in	Switzerland	and	then	decided	to	study

at	a	university	in	Zurich.

In	1902,	he	secured	a	job	as	a	technical	expert	in	the	patent	office	in	Bern.

In	1903	he	married	Mileva	Maric,	his	fellow	student	and	in	1919	they	got	divorced.	In

the	same	year	Einstein	married	his	cousin	Elsa.

In	1905,	Einstein	developed	the	Special	Theory	of	Relativity	according	to	which	time

and	distance	are	not	absolute.

In	1915,	he	published	his	General	Theory	of	Relativity,	which	provided	a	new

interpretation	of	gravity.

Einstein	received	the	Noble	Prize	for	Physics	in	1921.

Albert	moved	to	U.S	in	1933.	With	the	discovery	of	nuclear	fission	in	Berlin,	American

physicists	were	afraid	that	the	Nazis	could	build	and	use	an	atomic	bomb.

In	1939,	Einstein	wrote	a	letter	to	the	American	President,	Roosevelt,	warning	him

about	the	consequences	of	the	atomic	bomb.

The	Americans	developed	the	atomic	bomb	secretly	and	dropped	it	on	the	Japanese

cities	of	Hiroshima	and	Nagasaki.

Einstein	was	deeply	shaken	by	the	vast	destruction	and	wrote	to	the	United	Nations	to

form	a	world	government	but	this	made	no	impact.

Later	Einstein	got	more	involved	in	politics.	He	agitated	against	arms	and	campaigned

for	peace	and	democracy.

He	died	in	1955	at	76.	He	was	then	celebrated	as	a	visionary	and	world	citizen	as

much	as	a	scientific	genius.
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CBSE	Class	9	English	Langauge	and	Literature

NCERT	Solutions

Beehive	Chapter	04

	A	Truly	Beautiful	Mind

Page	No:	50	Thinking	about	the	Text

1.	Here	are	some	headings	for	paragraphs	in	the	text.	Write	the	number(s)	of	the

paragraph(s)	for	each	title	against	the	heading.	The	first	one	is	done	for	you.

(i) Einstein’s	equation 9

(ii) Einstein	meets	his	future	wife 	

(iii) The	making	of	a	violinist 	

(iv) Mileva	and	Einstein’s	mother 	

(v) A	letter	that	launched	the	arms	race 	

(vi) A	desk	drawer	full	of	ideas 	

(vii) Marriage	and	divorce 	

Ans:	(i)	9

(ii)	7

(iii)	3

(iv)	10

(v)	15

(vi)	8

(vii)	11

Page	No:	51

2.	Who	had	these	opinions	about	Einstein?

(i)	He	was	boring.

(ii)	He	was	stupid	and	would	never	succeed	in	life.

(iii)	He	was	a	freak.

http://mycbseguide.com/


Material	downloaded	from	myCBSEguide.com. 2	/	5

Ans:	(i)	Einstein’s	playmates	thought	that	he	was	boring.

(ii)	Einstein’s	headmaster	thought	that	he	was	stupid	and	would	never	succeed	at	anything

in	life.

(iii)	Einstein’s	mother	thought	that	he	was	a	freak.

3.	Explain	the	reasons	for	the	following:

(i)	Einstein	leaving	the	school	in	Munich	for	good.

(ii)	Einstein	wanting	to	study	in	Switzerland	rather	than	in	Munich.

(iii)	Einstein	seeing	an	ally	in	Mileva.

(iv)	What	do	these	tell	you	about	Einstein?

Ans:	(i)	Einstein	left	the	school	in	Munich	for	good	because	he	hated	the	school’s

regimentation.

(ii)	Einstein	wanted	to	study	in	Switzerland	rather	than	in	Munich	because	it	was	a	more

liberal	city.

(iii)	Einstein	found	an	ally	in	Mileva	because	she,	like	him,	disapproved	of	the	“philistines”

or	the	people	who	did	not	like	art,	literature	or	music.

(iv)	These	tell	that	Einstein	loved	freedom.	He	was	a	liberal	and	cultured	person.

4.	What	did	Einstein	call	his	desk	drawer	at	the	patent	office?	Why?

Ans:	Einstein	called	his	desk	drawer	at	the	patent	office	the	“bureau	of	theoretical	physics”.

This	was	because	the	drawer	was	where	he	used	to	store	his	secretly	developed	ideas.

5.	Why	did	Einstein	write	a	letter	to	Franklin	Roosevelt?

Ans:	Einstein	wrote	a	letter	to	Franklin	Roosevelt	to	warn	about	bomb	effect	and	also	wanted

to	encourage	them	to	make	a	bomb	to	utilize	its	destruction	potential.

6.	How	did	Einstein	react	to	the	bombing	of	Hiroshima	and	Nagasaki?

Ans:	Einstein	was	deeply	shaken	by	the	disaster	in	Hiroshima	and	Nagasaki.	He	wrote	a

public	missive	to	the	United	States	President.	He	proposed	the	formation	of	a	world

government	to	stop	the	nuclear	weapons.

7.	Why	does	the	world	remember	Einstein	as	a	“world	citizen”?
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Ans:	Einstein	is	remembered	as	a	“world	citizen”	as	much	as	a	genius	scientist	because	of	his

efforts	towards	world	peace	and	democracy,	and	for	his	crusade	against	the	use	of	arms.

8.	Here	are	some	facts	from	Einstein’s	life.	Arrange	them	in	chronological	order.

[	]	Einstein	publishes	his	special	theory	of	relativity.

[	]	He	is	awarded	the	Nobel	Prize	in	Physics.

[	]	Einstein	writes	a	letter	to	U.S.	President,	Franklin	D.	Roosevelt,	and	warns	against

Germany’s	building	of	an	atomic	bomb.

[	]	Einstein	attends	a	high	school	in	Munich.

[	]	Einstein’s	family	moves	to	Milan.

[	]	Einstein	is	born	in	the	German	city	of	Ulm.

[	]	Einstein	joins	a	university	in	Zurich,	where	he	meets	Mileva.

[	]	Einstein	dies.

[	]	He	provides	a	new	interpretation	of	gravity.

[	]	Tired	of	the	school’s	regimentation,	Einstein	withdraws	from	school.

[	]	He	works	in	a	patent	office	as	a	technical	expert.

[	]	When	Hitler	comes	to	power,	Einstein	leaves	Germany	for	the	United	States.

Ans:	[1]	Einstein	is	born	in	the	German	city	of	Ulm.

[2]	Einstein	attends	a	high	school	in	Munich.

[3]	Einstein’s	family	moves	to	Milan.

[4]	Tired	of	the	school’s	regimentation,	Einstein	withdraws	from	school.

[5]	Einstein	joins	a	university	in	Zurich,	where	he	meets	Mileva.

[6]	He	works	in	a	patent	office	as	a	technical	expert.

[7]	Einstein	publishes	his	special	theory	of	relativity.

[8]	He	provides	a	new	interpretation	of	gravity.

[9]	He	is	awarded	the	Nobel	Prize	in	Physics.

[10]	When	Hitler	comes	to	power,	Einstein	leaves	Germany	for	the	United	States.

[11]	Einstein	writes	a	letter	to	U.S.	President,	Franklin	D.	Roosevelt,	and	warns	against

Germany’s	building	of	an	atomic	bomb.

[12]	Einstein	dies.

Thinking	about	Language
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I.	Here	are	some	sentences	from	the	story.	Choose	the	word	from	the	brackets	which

can	be	substituted	for	the	italicised	words	in	the	sentences.

1.	A	few	years	later,	the	marriage	faltered.	(failed,	broke,	became	weak)

2.	Einstein	was	constantly	at	odds	with	people	at	the	university.	(on	bad	terms,	in

disagreement,	unhappy)

3.	The	newspapers	proclaimed	his	work	as	“a	scientific	revolution.”	(declared,	praised,

showed)

4.	Einstein	got	ever	more	involved	in	politics,	agitating	for	an	end	to	the	arms	buildup.

(campaigning,	fighting,	supporting)

5.	At	the	age	of	15,	Einstein	felt	so	stifled	that	he	left	the	school	for	good,	(permanently,

for	his	benefit,	for	a	short	time)

6.	Five	years	later,	the	discovery	of	nuclear	fission	in	Berlin	had	American	physicists	in

an	uproar.	(in	a	state	of	commotion,	full	of	criticism,	in	a	desperate	state)

7.	Science	wasn’t	the	only	thing	that	appealed	to	the	dashing	young	man	with	the

walrus	moustache.	(interested,	challenged,	worried)

Ans:	1.	became	weak

2.	in	disagreement

3.	declared

4.	campaigning

5.	permanently

6.	in	a	state	of	commotion

7.	interested

Page	No:	52

II.	Complete	the	sentences	below	by	filling	in	the	blanks	with	suitable	participle

clauses.	The	information	that	has	to	be	used	in	the	phrases	is	provided	as	a	sentence	in

brackets.

1.	____,	the	firefighters	finally	put	out	the	fire.	(They	worked	round	the	clock.)

2.	She	watched	the	sunset	above	the	mountain,	____	(She	noticed	the	colours	blending

softly	into	one	another.)

3.	The	excited	horse	pawed	the	ground	rapidly,	____	(While	it	neighed	continually.)

4.	____,	I	found	myself	in	Bangalore,	instead	of	Benaras.	(I	had	taken	the	wrong	train.)
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5.	____,	I	was	desperate	to	get	to	the	bathroom.	(I	had	not	bathed	for	two	days)

6.	The	stone	steps,	____	needed	to	be	replaced.	(They	were	worn	down).

7.	The	actor	received	hundreds	of	letters	from	his	fans,	____	(They	asked	him	to	send

them	his	photograph.)

Ans:	1.	Working	round	the	clock,	the	fire	fighters	finally	put	out	the	fire.

2.	She	watched	the	sunset	above	the	mountain,	noticing	the	colours	blending	softly	into	one

another.

3.	The	excited	horse	pawed	the	ground	rapidly,	neighing	continually.

4.	Having	taken	the	wrong	train,	I	found	myself	in	Bangalore,	instead	of	Benaras.

5.	Not	having	bathed	for	two	days,	I	was	desperate	to	get	to	the	bathroom.

6.	The	stone	steps,	being	worn	down,	needed	to	be	replaced.

7.	The	actor	received	hundreds	of	letters	from	his	fans,	asking	him	to	send	them	his

photograph.
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Beehive	Chapter-4	A	Truly	Beautiful	Mind

Test	Paper-01

Read	the	following	passage	and	answer	the	questions	that	follow:

1.	 At	the	age	of	two-and-a-half,	Einstein	still	wasn’t	talking.	When	he	finally	did	learn	to

speak,	he	uttered	everything	twice.	Einstein	did	not	know	what	to	do	with	other	children,

and	his	playmates	called	him	“Brother	Boring.”

a.	 When	and	where	was	Einstein	born?

b.	 What	was	the	reaction	of	Einstein’s	playmates?

c.	 When	did	Einstein	first	speak?

d.	 When	he	finally	spoke,	what	problem	did	he	face?

2.	 A	headmaster	once	told	his	father	that	what	Einstein	chose	as	a	profession	wouldn’t

matter,	because	“he’ll	never	make	a	success	at	anything.”	Einstein	began	learning	to	play

the	violin	at	the	age	of	six,	because	his	mother	wanted	him	to;	he	later	became	a	gifted

amateur	violinist,	maintaining	this	skill	throughout	his	life.

a.	 Why	did	the	headmaster	say	that	choice	of	profession	wouldn’t	matter	for	Einstein.

b.	 Why	did	Einstein	learn	violin?

c.	 At	what	age	did	Einstein	learn	to	play	violin?

d.	 “he	will	never	make	a	success	at	anything”.	Who	said	this	and	why?

Answer	the	following	questions	in	about	30	words

3.	 How	was	Einstein	at	school?

4.	 What	did	Einstein’s	mother	think	about	him?

5.	 Who	was	Einstein’s	love	interest	and	where	did	he	find	her?

6.	 What	did	he	jokingly	call	his	desk	drawer?

7.	 Which	famous	paper	did	Einstein	publish	in	1905?

8.	 Why	didn’t	Einstein’s	mother	approve	of	his	marriage	to	Mileva?

Answer	the	following	questions	in	about	100	words:

9.	 Why	did	the	newspapers	proclaim	his	work	as	“a	scientific	revolution”?

10.	 What	was	the	effect	of	the	letter	that	Einstein	sent	to	President	Roosevelt	in	1939?
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Beehive	Chapter-4	A	Truly	Beautiful	Mind

Test	Paper-01

Answer

1.	 a.	 Albert	Einstein	was	born	on	14	March	1879	in	the	German	city	of	Ulm.

b.	 Einstein’s	friends	called	him	‘Brother	Boring’.

c.	 After	the	age	of	two	and	a	half	Einstein	started	to	learn	to	speak.

d.	 When	he	finally	spoke,	he	used	to	speak	everything	twice.

2.	 a.	 The	headmaster	said	that	choice	of	profession	wouldn’t	matter	for	Einstein	because

he	thought	that	Einstein	will	never	make	a	success	at	anything.

b.	 Einstein	learnt	violin	because	his	mother	wanted	him	to	learn	it.

c.	 At	the	age	of	six	Einstein	started	to	learn	violin.

d.	 The	Headmaster	of	Einstein’s	school	said	so	because	he	thought	that	Einstein	was	not

a	good	student	and	would	never	become	a	good	professional.

3.	 Einstein	was	good	at	school.	He	was	very	proficient	in	mathematics	and	loved	physics.

4.	 Einstein	did	not	speak	up	to	the	age	of	two	and	a	half	and	when	he	finally	spoke,	he

uttered	everything	twice.	His	mother	thought	he	was	a	freak.	To	her,	his	head	seemed

much	too	large.

5.	 Mileva	Maric	was	Einstein’s	love	interest.	He	met	her	at	the	university	of	Zurich,

Switzerland.	Einstein	saw	in	her	an	ally	against	the	“philistines”—	those	people	in	his

family	and	at	the	university	with	whom	he	was	constantly	at	odds	and	the	couple	fell	in

love.

6.	 In	1902	while	working	as	a	technical	expert	in	Bern,	he	was	supposed	to	be	assessing

other	people’s	inventions,	however,	Einstein	was	developing	his	own	ideas	in	secret	and

kept	them	in	his	desk	drawer.	Therefore,	he	jokingly	called	his	desk	drawer	a	“bureau	of

theoretical	physics.”

7.	 In	1905,	Einstein	published	his	first	paper.	It	was	about	his	Special	Theory	of	Relativity,

according	to	which	time	and	distance	are	not	absolute.	Indeed,	two	perfectly	accurate

clocks	will	not	continue	to	show	the	same	time	if	they	come	together	again	after	a	journey

if	one	of	them	has	been	moving	very	fast	relative	to	the	other.

8.	 Mileva	was	three	years	older	to	Einstein.	His	mother	thought	that	she	was	too	old	for	him
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and	thus	did	not	approve	of	his	marriage	to	her.	She	was	also	bothered	by	Mileva’s

intelligence.

9.	 The	newspapers	proclaimed	his	work	as	“a	scientific	revolution.”	In	1915,	he	had

published	his	General	Theory	of	Relativity,	which	provided	a	new	interpretation	of

gravity.	An	eclipse	of	the	sun	in	1919	brought	proof	that	it	was	accurate.	Einstein	had

correctly	calculated	in	advance	the	extent	to	which	the	light	from	fixed	stars	would	be

deflected	through	the	sun’s	gravitational	field.	Thus,	giving	the	world	the	formula	e	=

mc2.	Einstein	received	the	Nobel	Prize	for	Physics	in	1921.	He	was	showered	with	honors

and	invitations	from	all	over	the	world.

10.	 Einstein	wrote	a	letter	to	the	American	President,	Franklin	D.	Roosevelt,	on	2	August

1939.	In	the	letter	he	warned	that	“A	single	bomb	of	the	type,	being	developed	by	Berlin,

if	exploded	in	a	port,	might	very	well	destroy	the	whole	port	together	with	some	of	the

surrounding	territory.”The	Americans	developed	the	atomic	bomb	in	a	secret	project	of

their	own	and	dropped	it	on	the	Japanese	cities	of	Hiroshima	and	Nagasaki	in	August

1945	to	defeat	Japan	in	World	War	2.
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THE story was narrated to Ganesh by a young man, Mahendra by
name. He was a junior supervisor in a firm which offered on hire
supervisors at various types of construction sites: factories, bridges,
dams, and so on. Mahendra’s job was to keep an eye on the activities
at the work site. He had to keep moving from place to place every
now and then as ordered by his head office: from a coal mining
area to a railway bridge construction site, from there after a few
months to a chemical plant which was coming up somewhere.

3.  Iswaran the Storyteller

One night Mahendra woke up from his sleep and

saw “a dark cloudy form”. He broke out into a cold

sweat. Was it a ghost?
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He was a bachelor. His needs were simple and he was able to
adjust himself to all kinds of odd conditions, whether it was an
ill-equipped circuit house or a makeshift canvas tent in the
middle of a stone quarry. But one asset he had was his cook,
Iswaran. The cook was quite attached to Mahendra and followed
him uncomplainingly wherever he was posted. He cooked for
Mahendra, washed his clothes and chatted away with his master
at night. He could weave out endless stories and anecdotes on
varied subjects.

Iswaran also had an amazing capacity to produce vegetables
and cooking ingredients, seemingly out of nowhere, in the middle
of a desolate landscape with no shops visible for miles around.
He would miraculously conjure up the most delicious dishes made
with fresh vegetables within an hour of arriving at the zinc-sheet
shelter at the new workplace.

Mahendra would be up early in the morning and leave for
work after breakfast, carrying some prepared food with him.
Meanwhile Iswaran would tidy up the shed, wash the clothes,
and have a leisurely bath, pouring several buckets of water over
his head, muttering a prayer all the while. It would be lunchtime
by then. After eating, he would read for a while before dozing
off. The book was usually some popular Tamil thriller running
to hundreds of pages. Its imaginative descriptions and  narrative
flourishes would hold Iswaran in thrall.

His own descriptions were greatly influenced by the Tamil
authors that he read.  When he was narrating even the smallest
of incidents, he would try to work in suspense and a surprise
ending into the account. For example, instead of saying that
he had come across an uprooted tree on the highway, he would
say, with eyebrows suitably arched and hands held out in a
dramatic gesture, “The road was deserted and I was all alone.
Suddenly I spotted something that looked like an enormous
bushy beast lying sprawled across the road. I was half inclined
to turn and go back. But as I came closer I saw that it was a
fallen tree, with its dry branches spread out.” Mahendra would
stretch himself back in his canvas chair and listen to Iswaran’s
tales uncritically.
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“The place I come from is famous for timber,” Iswaran would
begin. “There is a richly wooded forest all around. The logs are
hauled on to the lorries by elephants. They are huge well-fed
beasts. When they turn wild even the most experienced mahout
is not able to control them.” After this prologue Iswaran would
launch into an elaborate anecdote involving an elephant.

“One day a tusker escaped from the timber yard and began to
roam about, stamping on bushes, tearing up wild creepers and
breaking branches at will. You know, sir, how an elephant behaves
when it goes mad.” Iswaran would get so caught up in the
excitement of his own story that he would get up from the floor
and jump about, stamping his feet in emulation of the mad elephant.

“The elephant reached the outskirts of our town; breaking the
fences down like matchsticks,” he would continue. “It came into
the main road and smashed all the stalls selling fruits, mud pots
and clothes. People ran helter-skelter in panic! The elephant now
entered a school ground where children were playing, breaking
through the brick wall. All the boys ran into the classrooms and
shut the doors tight. The beast grunted and wandered about,
pulling out the football goal-post, tearing down the volleyball net,
kicking and flattening the drum kept for water, and uprooting
the shrubs. Meanwhile all the teachers had climbed up to the
terrace of the school building; from there they helplessly watched
the depredations of the elephant. There was not a soul below on
the ground. The streets were empty as if the inhabitants of the
entire town had suddenly disappeared.

“I was studying in the junior class at that time, and was
watching the whole drama from the rooftop. I don’t know what
came over me suddenly. I grabbed a cane from the hands of one
of the teachers and ran down the stairs and into the open. The
elephant grunted and menacingly swung a branch of a tree  which
it held in its trunk. It stamped its feet, kicking up a lot of mud
and dust. It looked frightening. But I moved slowly towards it,
stick in hand. People were watching the scene hypnotised from
nearby housetops. The elephant looked at me red-eyed, ready to
rush towards me. It lifted its trunk and trumpeted loudly. At that
moment I moved forward and, mustering all my force, whacked
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its third toenail on the quick. The beast looked stunned for a
moment; then it shivered from head to foot — and collapsed.”

At this point Iswaran would leave the story unfinished, and
get up mumbling, “I will be back after lighting the gas and warming
up the dinner.” Mahendra who had been listening with rapt
attention would be left hanging. When he returned, Iswaran
would not pick up the thread of the story right away. Mahendra
would have to remind him that the conclusion was pending.
“Well, a veterinary doctor was summoned to revive the animal,”
Iswaran would shrug casually. “Two days later it was led away by
its mahout to the jungle.”

“Well, how did you manage to do it, Iswaran — how did you
bring down the beast?”

“It has something to do with a Japanese art, I think, sir. Karate
or ju-jitsu it is called. I had read about it somewhere.  It temporarily
paralyses the nervous system, you see.”

Not a day passed without Iswaran recounting some story
packed with adventure, horror and suspense. Whether the story
was credible or not, Mahendra enjoyed listening to it because
of the inimitable way in which it was told. Iswaran seemed to
more than make up for the absence of a TV in Mahendra’s
living quarters.

One morning when Mahendra was having breakfast Iswaran
asked, “Can I make something special for dinner tonight, sir?
After all today is an auspicious day — according to tradition we
prepare various delicacies to feed the spirits of our ancestors
today, sir.”

That night Mahendra enjoyed the most delicious dinner and
complimented Iswaran on his culinary skills. He seemed very
pleased but, unexpectedly, launched into a most garish account
involving the supernatural.

“You know, sir, this entire factory area  we are occupying was
once a burial ground,” he started. Mahendra was jerked out of
the pleasant reverie he had drifted into after the satisfying meal.

“I knew on the first day itself when I saw a human  skull lying
on the path. Even now I come across a number of skulls and
bones,” Iswaran continued.

2019-20



16 / Moments

He went on to narrate how he sometimes saw ghosts at night.
“I am not easily frightened by these things, sir. I am a brave
fellow. But one horrible ghost of a woman which appears off
and on at midnight during the full moon... It is an ugly creature
with matted hair and a shrivelled face, like a skeleton holding a
foetus in its arms.”

Mahendra shivered at the description and interrupted rather
sharply, “You are crazy, Iswaran. There are no such things as
ghosts or spirits. It is all a figment of your imagination. Get your
digestive system examined — and maybe your head as well. You
are talking nonsense.”

He left the room and retired for the night, expecting Iswaran
to sulk for a couple of days. But the next morning he was surprised
to find the cook as cheerful and talkative as ever.

From that day on Mahendra, for all his brave talk, went to bed
with a certain unease. Every night he peered into the darkness
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outside through the window next to his bed, trying to make sure
that there was no movement of dark shapes in the vicinity. But
he could only see a sea of darkness with the twinkling lights of
the factory miles away.

He had always liked to admire the milk-white landscape on
full-moon nights. But after hearing Iswaran’s story of the female
ghost he avoided looking  out of his window altogether when the
moon was full.

One night, Mahendra was woken up from his sleep by a low
moan close to his window. At first he put it down to a cat
prowling around for mice. But the sound was too guttural for a
cat. He resisted the curiosity to look out lest he should behold
a sight which would stop his heart. But the wailing became
louder and less feline. He could not resist the temptation any
more. Lowering himself to the level of the windowsill he looked
out at the white sheet of moonlight outside. There, not too far
away, was a dark cloudy form clutching a bundle. Mahendra
broke into a cold sweat and fell back on the pillow, panting.
As he gradually recovered from the ghastly experience he
began to reason with himself, and finally concluded that it
must have been some sort of auto suggestion, some trick that
his subconscious had played on him.

By the time he had got up in the morning, had a bath and
come out to have his breakfast, the horror of the previous night
had faded from his memory. Iswaran greeted him at the door
with his lunch packet and his bag. Just as Mahendra was
stepping out Iswaran grinned and said, “Sir, remember the other
day when I was telling you about the female ghost with a foetus
in its arms, you were so angry with me for imagining things?
Well, you saw her yourself last night. I came running hearing
the sound of moaning that was coming from your room...”

A chill went down Mahendra’s spine. He did not wait for
Iswaran to complete his sentence. He hurried away to his office
and handed in his papers, resolving to leave the haunted place
the very next day!

R.K. LAXMAN
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Glossary

in thrall: the state of being in someone’s power

depredations: attacks which are made to destroy something

guttural sound: sound produced in the throat; harsh-sounding

feline: relating to cats or other members of the cat family

1. In what way is Iswaran an asset to Mahendra?

2. How does Iswaran describe the uprooted tree on the highway?
What effect does he want to create in his listeners?

3. How does he narrate the story of the tusker? Does it appear
to be plausible?

4. Why does the author say that Iswaran seemed to more than
make up for the absence of a TV in Mahendra’s living quarters?

5. Mahendra calls ghosts or spirits a figment of the imagination.
What happens to him on a full-moon night?

6. Can you think of some other ending for the story?

Is Iswaran a fascinating storyteller? Discuss with your friends
the qualities of a good storyteller. Try to use these qualities and
tell a story.

l ‘The Story Teller’ by Saki (H.H. Munro)

l Ghost Stories (ed.) Ruskin Bond

l ‘The Canterville Ghost’ by Oscar Wilde

l ‘Pret in the House’ by Ruskin Bond

TTTTTHINKHINKHINKHINKHINK A A A A ABOUTBOUTBOUTBOUTBOUT I I I I ITTTTT

TTTTTALKALKALKALKALK A A A A ABOUTBOUTBOUTBOUTBOUT I I I I ITTTTT
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Revision	Notes

Moments	Chapter-3	

Iswaran	The	Storyteller

Mahendra,	a	bachelor	was	a	junior	supervisor	in	a	firm.

His	job	was	to	keep	an	eye	on	the	activities	at	the	construction	sites.

He	had	to	keep	moving	from	place	to	place	but	he	adjusted	himself	to	all	conditions.

His	cook,	Iswaran	followed	him	everywhere.

Iswaran	did	all	the	household	chores	and	chatted	with	him	at	night.

He	weaved	endless	stories	and	anecdotes	on	varied	subjects.	He	was	greatly

influenced	by	Tamil	authors.

Everyday	Iswaran	recounted	some	story	packed	with	adventure,	horror	and	suspense

and	Mahendra	enjoyed	listening	to	it.

Iswaran	recounted	the	incident	of	the	up-rooted	tree	and	the	tusker	who	had	gone

mad	in	suspense.

One	day	Iswaran	narrated	the	story	of	the	ghost	of	a	woman,	holding	a	foetus	in	its

arms,	seen	around	on	a	full	moon	night..

Mahendra	interrupted	and	said	that	there	was	no	ghosts	or	spirits.

He	explained	that	it	was	only	a	figment	of	imagination	and	nothing	else.

On	a	full	moon	night	Mahendra	heard	some	sound	near	his	window.	He		saw	a	dark

cloudy	figure	holding	a	bundle.

Mahendra	was	terror-stricken,he	could	not	sleep	properly.

The	next	day	Mahendra	resolved	to	leave	the	haunted	place.
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NCERT	Solutions

Moments	Chapter	3

Iswaran	the	Storyteller

Page	No:	18	Think	About	It

1.	In	what	way	is	Iswaran	an	asset	to	Mahendra?

Ans:	Iswaran	was	a	good	domestic	assistant	for	Mahendra	and	followed

him	uncomplainingly	wherever	he	was	posted.	Apart	from	cooking	and	doing	household

chores,	he	was	a	great	entertainer	weaving	out	endless	stories	and	anecdotes	on	various

subjects.	He	was	good	at	managing	resources	as	he	could	find	vegetables	out	of	nowhere	and

miraculously	conjure	up	the	most	delicious	dishes.

2.	How	does	Iswaran	describe	the	uprooted	tree	on	the	highway?	What	effect	does	he

want	to	create	in	his	listeners?

Ans:	Iswaran	described	the	uprooted	tree	on	the	highway	with	eyebrows	suitably	arched

and	hands	held	out	in	a	dramatic	way.	He	would	begin	by	saying	that	the	road	was	deserted

and	he	was	all	alone.	Suddenly	he	spotted	something	that	looked	like	an	enormous	bushy

beast	lying	sprawled	across	the	road.	He	was	half	inclined	to	turn	and	go	back.	But	as	he

went	closer	he	saw	that	it	was	a	fallen	tree,	with	its	dry	branches	spread	out.	The	effect	he

wants	to	create	in	his	listeners	is	suspense	and	a	surprise	ending	to	every	small	incident	that

he	narrates.

3.	How	does	he	narrate	the	story	of	the	tusker?	Does	it	appear	to	be	plausible?

Ans:	He	started	the	story	of	the	tusker	by	giving	a	prologue	in	which	he	called	elephants

‘huge	well-fed	beasts.’	He	said	that	after	escaping	from	the	timber	yard,	the	elephant	started

roaming	about,	stamped	on	bushes	and	tore	up	wild	creepers.	It	then	came	to	the	main	road

of	the	town	and	smashed	all	the	stalls	selling	fruits,	mud	pots,	and	clothes.	It	then	entered	a

school	ground	where	the	children	were	playing.	It	pulled	out	the	football	goal-post,	tore

down	the	volleyball	net,	flattened	the	drum	kept	for	water	and	uprooted	the	shrubs.	All	the

teachers	were	so	afraid	that	they	climbed	up	to	the	terrace	of	the	school	building.	According

to	Iswaran,	he	was	studying	in	the	junior	class	at	that	time.	He	grabbed	a	cane	from	the
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hands	of	one	of	the	teachers	and	ran	into	the	open.	The	elephant	continued	grunting	and

stamping	its	feet.	However,	he	moved	slowly	towards	it.	When	the	elephant	was	ready	to

rush	towards	him,	he	moved	forward	and	whacked	its	third	toe	nail.	It	looked	stunned	for	a

moment	and	then	collapsed.	No	this	story	does	not	appear	to	be	plausible.

4.	Why	does	the	author	say	that	Iswaran	seemed	to	more	than	make	up	for	the	absence

of	a	TV	in	Mahendra’s	living	quarters?

Ans:	The	author	says	so	because	Iswaran	provided	a	great	company	to	Mahendra.	He	would

chat	with	Mahendra	at	night	when	he	returned	from	his	work.	Iswaran	would	also	entertain

Mahendra	by	telling	stories.	Thus,	with	Iswaran	around	Mahendra	never	felt	bored	and

never	felt	the	necessity	of	having	a	TV	for	entertainment.

5.	Mahendra	calls	ghosts	or	spirits	a	figment	of	the	imagination.	What	happens	to	him

on	a	full-moon	night?

Ans:	Mahendra	calls	ghosts	or	spirits	a	figment	of	the	imagination	because	Iswaran		had

informed	him	that	they	were	living	on	a	burial	site	and	narrated	how	he	sometimes	saw

ghosts	at	night	particularly	a	horrible	ghost	of	a	woman	holding	a	foetus	in	its	arms	during

the	full	moon.	On	a	full	moon	night,	Mahendra	was	woken	up	from	his	sleep	by	a	low	moan

close	to	his	window.	At	first	he	thought	that	it	was	a	cat	prowling	around	for	mice.	But	the

sound	was	too	deep	and	guttural	for	a	cat.	He	resisted	looking	outside	as	he	did	not	want	to

witness	a	sight	that	might	stop	his	heart	beat.	But	the	crying	became	louder	and	less	subtle.

He	could	not	resist	the	temptation	any	more.	Lowering	himself	to	the	level	of	the	windowsill

he	looked	out	at	the	white	sheet	of	moonlight	outside.	There,	not	too	far	away,	was	a	dark

cloudy	form	clutching	a	bundle.	Mahendra	broke	into	a	cold	sweat	and	fell	back	on	the

pillow,	panting.

6.	Can	you	think	of	some	other	ending	for	the	story?

Ans:	The	story	could	have	ended	on	a	more	positive	note.	Instead	of	resigning	from	his	job,

Mahendra	could	have	shown	himself	as	a	real	courageous	man	and	proving	the	ghost	theory

wrong.	Another	ending	can	be	of	both	Mahendra	and	Iswaran	leaving	the	place	together	and

in	turn	continuing	their	bond	which	is	depicted	earlier	in	the	story.	Iswaran	has	been

explained	as	a	man	of	all	seasons	for	Mahendra.
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Test	Paper-01

Read	the	extract	given	below	and	answer	the	questions	that	follows:

1.	 “He	resisted	the	curiosity	to	look	out	lest	he	should	behold	a	sight	which	would	stop	his

heart.	But	the	wailing	became	louder	and	less	feline.”

a.	 Who	is	‘he’	in	the	given	extract?

b.	 Where	was	the	wailing	sound	coming	from?

c.	 What	is	the	meaning	of	‘feline’?

d.	 Why	‘he’	resisted	the	curiosity?

2.	 “Meanwhile	all	the	teachers	had	climbed	up	to	the	terrace	of	the	school	building;	from

there	they	helplessly	watched	the	depredations	of	the	elephant.	There	was	not	a	soul

below	on	the	ground.	The	streets	were	empty	as	if	the	inhabitants	of	the	entire	town	had

suddenly	disappeared.”

a.	 Who	said	this	to	whom?

b.	 Why	does	the	speaker	say	this?

c.	 Why	had	all	the	teachers	climbed	up	the	terrace?

d.	 What	is	the	meaning	of	‘depredations’?

Short	answer	type	question	from	this	lesson	(30-40	words)

3.	 Who	is	Mahendra	in	the	given	story?

4.	 How	was	Iswaran	useful	to	Mahendra?

5.	 What	harm	does	the	elephant	causes	in	the	story	narrated	by	Iswaran?

6.	 How	does	Iswaran	describes	the	female	ghost	to	Mahendra?

7.	 What	happens	to	Mahendra	on	hearing	Iswaran’s	ghost	story?

8.	 Why	did	the	elephant	collapse?

Answer	the	following	questions	in	about	100	words:

9.	 Explain	the	daily	routine	of	Mahendra	and	Iswaran.

10.	 Explain,	in	brief,	why	does	Mahendra	resign	from	the	job	and	leaves	the	haunted	place?
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Answers

1.	 a.	 ‘He	‘refers	to	Mahendra.

b.	 The	wailing	sound	was	coming	close	from	his	window.	It	is	thought	by	Mahendra	that

it	was	the	female	ghost’s	sound.

c.	 ‘Feline’	means	relating	to	cats	or	other	members	of	the	cat	family.

d.	 Because	Mahendra	thought	that	the	ghost	was	making	the	moan	and	if	he	would	see

her	his	heart	would	stop.

2.	 a.	 Iswaran	said	this	to	Mahendra.

b.	 Iswaran	was	saying	a	story	to	his	master	as	usually	he	does.

c.	 Because	the	elephant	was	grunted	and	wandered	about,	pulling	out	the	football	goal-

post,	tearing	down	the	volleyball	net,	kicking	and	flattening	the	drum	kept	for	water,

and	uprooting	the	shrubs.

d.	 ‘Depredation’	means	attacks	which	are	made	to	destroy	something.

3.	 Mahendra	was	a	junior	supervisor	in	a	firm	which	offered	on	hire	supervisors	at	various

types	of	construction	sites:	factories,	bridges,	dams,	and	so	on.	Mahendra’s	job	was	to

keep	an	eye	on	the	activities	at	the	work	site.	He	had	to	keep	moving	from	place	to	place

every	now	and	then	as	ordered	by	his	head	office.	He	was	a	bachelor.	His	needs	were

simple	and	he	was	able	to	adjust	himself	to	all	kinds	of	odd	conditions.

4.	 Iswaran	was	quite	attached	to	Mahendra	and	followed	him	uncomplainingly	wherever

he	was	posted.	He	cook	food	for	Mahendra,	washed	his	clothes	and	chatted	away	with	his

master	at	night.	He	could	weave	out	endless	stories	and	anecdotes	on	varied	subjects.

Iswaran	also	had	an	amazing	capacity	to	produce	vegetables	and	cooking	ingredients,

seemingly	out	of	nowhere.

5.	 The	elephant	escaped	from	the	timber	yard	and	began	to	roam	about,	stamping	on

bushes,	tearing	up	wild	creepers	and	breaking	branches	at	will.	It	breaked	the	fences

down	like	matchsticks,	smashed	all	the	stalls	selling	fruits,	mud	pots	and	clothes.	The

elephant	entered	a	school	ground	breaking	through	the	brick	wall,	pulling	out	the

football	goal-post,	tearing	down	the	volleyball	net,	kicking	and	flattening	the	drum	kept
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for	water,	and	uprooting	the	shrubs.

6.	 Iswaran	says	that	he	is	brave	but	he	is	afraid	of	one	horrible	ghost	of	a	woman	which

appears	off	and	on	at	midnight	during	the	full	moon.	It	is	an	ugly	creature	with	matted

hair	and	a	shriveled	face,	like	a	skeleton	holding	a	foetus	in	its	arms.

7.	 Mahendra	went	to	bed	with	a	certain	unease.	Every	night	he	peered	into	the	darkness

outside	through	the	window	next	to	his	bed,	trying	to	make	sure	that	there	was	no

movement	of	dark	shapes	in	the	vicinity.	He	had	always	liked	to	admire	the	milk-white

landscape	on	full-moon	nights.	But	then	on,	he	avoided	looking	out	of	his	window

altogether	when	the	moon	was	full.

8.	 Iswaran	mustering	all	his	force,	whacked	its	third	toenail	which,	temporarily	paralyses

the	nervous	system.	The	elephant	looked	stunned	for	a	moment;	then	it	shivered	from

head	to	foot	and	collapsed.

9.	 Mahendra	would	be	up	early	in	the	morning	and	leave	for	work	after	breakfast,	carrying

some	prepared	food	with	him.	Meanwhile	Iswaran	would	tidy	up	the	shed,	wash	the

clothes,	and	have	a	leisurely	bath,	pouring	several	buckets	of	water	over	his	head,

muttering	a	prayer	all	the	while.	It	would	be	lunchtime	by	then.	After	eating,	he	would

read	for	a	while	before	dozing	off.	The	book	was	usually	some	popular	Tamil	thriller

running	to	hundreds	of	pages.	Its	imaginative	descriptions	and	narrative	flourishes

would	hold	Iswaran	in	thrall.	His	own	descriptions	were	greatly	influenced	by	the	Tamil

authors	that	he	read.	When	he	was	narrating	even	the	smallest	of	incidents,	he	would	try

to	work	in	suspense	and	a	surprise	ending	into	the	account.

10.	 On	an	auspicious	day	—	according	to	tradition	people	prepare	various	delicacies	to	feed

the	spirits	of	ancestors,	Iswaran	made	a	delicious	dinner.	That	night	Mahendra	enjoyed

the	dinner	and	complimented	Iswaran	on	his	culinary	skills.	Iswaran	unexpectedly,

launched	into	a	most	garish	account	involving	the	supernatural.	He	says	that	the	area	in

which	they	were	staying	was	once	a	burial	ground.	And	he	describes,	one	horrible	ghost

of	a	woman	which	appears	off	and	on	at	midnight	during	the	full	moon.	It	is	an	ugly

creature	with	matted	hair	and	a	shrivelled	face,	like	a	skeleton	holding	a	foetus	in	its

arms.

This	made	Mahendra	shiver	and	one	night,	Mahendra	was	woken	up	from	his	sleep	by	a

low	moan	close	to	his	window.	At	first,	he	put	it	down	to	a	cat.	But	the	sound	was	too

guttural	for	a	cat.	Lowering	himself	to	the	level	of	the	windowsill	he	looked	out	at	the

white	sheet	of	moonlight	outside.	There	was	a	dark	cloudy	form	clutching	a	bundle.
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Mahendra	broke	into	a	cold	sweat	and	fell	back	on	the	pillow.

Next	day	Iswaran	remembered	the	female	ghost	and	said	that	he	came	running	hearing

the	sound	of	moaning	that	was	coming	from	Mahendra’s	room	and	before	Iswaran	finish

the	sentence	Mahendra’s	spine	chilled	and	he	hurried	to	office	to	resign.
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IN the Kingdom of Fools, both the king and the minister were idiots.
They didn’t want to run things like other kings, so they decided to
change night into day and day into night. They ordered that everyone
should be awake at night, till their fields and run their businesses
only after dark, and go to bed as soon as the sun came up. Anyone
who disobeyed would be punished with death. The people did as
they were told for fear of death. The king and the minister were
delighted at the success of their project. One day a guru and his
disciple arrived in the city. It was a beautiful city, it was broad
daylight, but there was no one about. Everyone was asleep, not a
mouse stirring. Even the cattle had been taught to sleep by day.
The two strangers were amazed by what they saw around them
and wandered around town till evening, when suddenly the whole
town woke up and went about its nightly business.

The two men were hungry. Now that the shops were open,
they went to buy some groceries. To their astonishment, they
found that everything cost the same, a single duddu — whether
they bought a measure of rice or a bunch of bananas, it cost a
duddu. The guru and his disciple were delighted. They had never
heard of anything like this. They could buy all the food they
wanted for a rupee.

When they had cooked and eaten, the guru realised that this
was a kingdom of fools and it wouldn’t be a good idea for them to
stay there. “This is no place for us. Let’s go,” he said to his disciple.
But the disciple didn’t want to leave the place. Everything was
cheap here. All he wanted was good, cheap food. The guru said,

4. In the Kingdom of Fools

It is believed that fools are so dangerous that only

very wise people can manage them. Who are the

fools in this story? What happens to them?
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“They are all fools. This won’t last very long, and you can’t tell
what they’ll do to you next.”

But the disciple wouldn’t listen to the guru’s wisdom. He
wanted to stay. The guru finally gave up and said, “Do what you
want. I’m going,” and left. The disciple stayed on, ate his fill every
day — bananas and ghee and rice and wheat, and grew fat like a
street-side sacred bull.

One bright day, a thief broke into a rich merchant’s house. He
had made a hole in the wall and sneaked in, and as he was carrying
out his loot, the wall of the old house collapsed on his head and
killed him on the spot.  His brother ran to the king and complained,
“Your Highness, when my brother was pursuing his ancient trade,
a wall fell on him and killed him. This merchant is to blame. He
should have built a good, strong wall. You must
punish the wrongdoer and compensate the family
for this injustice.”

The king said, “Justice will be done. Don’t
worry,” and at once summoned the owner of
the house.
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When the merchant arrived, the king questioned him.
“What’s your name?”
“Such and Such, Your Highness.”
“Were you at home when the dead man burgled your house?”
“Yes, My Lord. He broke in and the wall was weak. It fell on him.”
“The accused pleads guilty. Your wall killed this man’s brother.

You have murdered a man. We have to punish you.”
“Lord,” said the helpless merchant, “I didn’t put up the wall.

It’s really the fault of the man who built the wall. He didn’t build
it right. You should punish him.”

“Who is that?”
“My Lord, this wall was built in my father’s time. I know the

man. He’s an old man now. He lives nearby.”
The king sent out messengers to bring in the bricklayer who

had built the wall. They brought him, tied hand and foot.
“You there, did you build this man’s wall in his father’s time?”
“Yes, My Lord, I did.”
“What kind of a wall is this that you built? It has fallen on a

poor man and killed him. You’ve murdered him. We have to punish
you by death.”

Before the king could order the execution, the poor bricklayer
pleaded, “Please listen to me before you give your orders. It’s true
I built this wall and it was no good. But that was because my
mind was not on it. I remember very well a dancing girl  who was
going up and down that street all day with her anklets jingling,
and I couldn’t keep my eyes or my mind on the wall I was building.
You must get that dancing girl. I know where she lives.”

“You’re right. The case deepens. We must look into it. It is not
easy to judge such complicated cases. Let’s get that dancer,
wherever she is.”

The dancing girl, now an old woman, came trembling to
the court.

“Did you walk up and down that street many years ago, while
this poor man was building a wall? Did you see him?”

“Yes, My Lord, I remember it very well.”
“So you did walk up and down, with your anklets jingling.

You were young and you distracted him, so he built a bad wall.
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It has fallen on a poor burglar and
killed him. You’ve killed an innocent
man. You’ll have to be punished.”

She thought for a minute and said,
“My Lord, wait. I know now why I was
walking up and down that street. I
had given some gold to the goldsmith
to make some jewellery for me. He
was a lazy scoundrel. He made so
many excuses, said he would give it
now and he would give it then and
so on all day. He made me walk up
and down to his house a dozen times.

That was when this bricklayer saw me. It’s
not my fault, My Lord, it’s the damned
goldsmith’s fault.”

“Poor thing, she’s absolutely right,”
thought the king, weighing the evidence.
“We’ve got the real culprit at last. Get the
goldsmith, wherever he is hiding. At once!”

The king’s bailiffs searched for the
goldsmith, who was hiding in a corner of
his shop. When he heard the accusation
against him, he had his own story to tell.

“My Lord,” he said, “I ’m a poor
goldsmith. It’s true I made this dancer
come many times to my door. I gave her
excuses because I couldn’t finish making
her jewellery before I finished the rich
merchant’s orders. They had a wedding
coming, and they wouldn’t wait. You know
how impatient rich men are!”

“Who is this rich merchant who kept
you from finishing this poor woman’s
jewellery, made her walk up and down,
which distracted this bricklayer, which

made a mess of his wall, which has now
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fallen on an innocent man and killed him?
Can you name him?”

The goldsmith named the merchant, and
he was none other than the original owner of
the house whose wall had fallen. Now justice

had come full circle, thought the king, back to
the merchant. When he was rudely summoned
back to the court, he arrived crying, “It wasn’t

me but my father who ordered the jewellery!
He’s dead! I’m innocent!”

But the king consulted his minister and ruled
decisively: “It’s true your father is the true
murderer. He’s dead, but somebody must be
punished in his place. You’ve inherited
everything from that criminal father of yours,
his riches as well as his sins. I knew at once,
even when I first set eyes on you, that you were
at the root of this horrible crime. You must die.”

And he ordered a new stake to be made
ready for the execution. As the servants
sharpened the stake and got it ready for the
final impaling of the criminal, it occurred to
the minister that the rich merchant was
somehow too thin to be properly executed on
the stake. He appealed to the king’s common
sense. The king too worried about it.

“What shall we do?” he said, when
suddenly it struck him that all they needed
to do was to find a man fat
enough to fit the stake. The
servants were immediately sent
all over the town looking for a
man who would fit the stake,
and their eyes fel l  on the
disciple who had fattened
himself for months on bananas
and rice and wheat and ghee.
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“What have I done wrong? I’m innocent. I’m a sanyasi!” he cried.
“That may be true. But it’s the royal decree that we should

find a man fat enough to fit the stake,” they said, and carried him
to the place of execution. He remembered his wise guru’s words:
“This is a city of fools. You don’t know what they will do next.”
While he was waiting for death, he prayed to his guru in his heart,
asking him to hear his cry wherever he was. The guru saw
everything in a vision; he had magic powers, he could see far,
and he could see the future as he could see the present and the
past. He arrived at once to save his disciple, who had got himself
into such a scrape through love of food.

As soon as he arrived, he scolded the disciple and told him
something in a whisper. Then he went to the king and addressed
him, “O wisest of kings, who is greater? The guru or the disciple?”

“Of course, the guru. No doubt about it. Why  do you ask?”
“Then put me to the stake first. Put my disciple to death after me.”
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When the disciple heard this, he understood and began to
clamour, “Me first!  You brought me here first! Put me to death
first, not him!”

The guru and the disciple now got into a fight about who should
go first. The king was puzzled by this behaviour. He asked the
guru, “Why do you want to die? We chose him because we needed
a fat man for the stake.”

“You shouldn’t ask me such questions. Put me to death first,”
replied the guru.

“Why? There’s some mystery here. As a wise man you must
make me understand.”

“Will you promise to put me to death if I tell you?” asked the
guru. The king gave him his solemn word. The guru took him
aside, out of the servants’ earshot, and whispered to him, “Do you
know why we want to die right now, the two of us? We’ve been all
over the world but we’ve never found a city like this or a king like
you. That stake is the stake of the god of justice. It’s new, it has
never had a criminal on it. Whoever dies on it first will be reborn as
the king of this country. And whoever goes next will be the future
minister of this country. We’re sick of our ascetic life. It would be
nice to enjoy ourselves as king and minister for a while. Now keep
your word, My Lord, and put us to death. Me first, remember?”

The king was now thrown into deep thought. He didn’t want
to lose the kingdom to someone else in the next round of life. He
needed time. So he ordered the execution postponed to the next
day and talked in secret with his minister. “It’s not right for us to
give over the kingdom to others in the next life. Let’s go on the
stake ourselves and we’ll be reborn as king and minister again.
Holy men do not tell lies,” he said, and the minister agreed.

So he told the executioners, “We’ll send the criminals tonight.
When the first man comes to you, put him to death first. Then do
the same to the second man. Those are my orders. Don’t make
any mistake.”

That night, the king and his minister went secretly to the
prison, released the guru and the disciple, disguised themselves
as the two, and as arranged beforehand with loyal servants, were
taken to the stake and promptly executed.
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When the bodies were taken down to be thrown to crows and
vultures the people panicked. They saw before them the dead
bodies of the king and the minister. The city was in confusion.

All night they mourned and discussed the future of the
kingdom. Some people suddenly thought of the guru and the
disciple and caught up with them as they were preparing to leave
town unnoticed. “We people need a king and a minister,” said
someone. Others agreed. They begged the guru and the disciple
to be their king and their minister. It didn’t take many arguments
to persuade the disciple, but it took longer to persuade the guru.
They finally agreed to rule the kingdom of the foolish king and
the silly minister, on the condition that they could change all the
old laws.

From then on, night would again be night and day would again
be day, and you could get nothing for a duddu. It became like any
other place.

[A Kannada folktale from A.K. Ramanujan’s

Folk Tales from India]
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Glossary

bailiff: a law officer who makes sure that the decisions of a court
are obeyed

scrape: a difficult situation that one has got into

1. What are the two strange things the guru and his disciple
find in the Kingdom of Fools?

2. Why does the disciple decide to stay in the Kingdom of Fools?
Is it a good idea?

3. Name all the people who are tried in the king’s court, and give
the reasons for their trial.

4. Who is the real culprit according to the king? Why does he
escape punishment?

5. What are the Guru’s words of wisdom? When does the disciple
remember them?

6. How does the guru manage to save his disciple’s life?

In Shakespeare’s plays the fool is not really foolish. If you have
read or seen Shakespeare’s plays such as King Lear, As You Like
It, Twelfth Night, you may talk about the role of the fool.

Do you know any stories in your language about wise fools, such
as Tenali Rama or Gopal Bhar? You can also read about them in
Ramanujan’s collection of folk tales.

l Tales from Shakespeare by Charles and Mary Lamb

l Folk Tales from India: A Selection of Oral Tales from Twenty-
two Languages  Selected and Edited by  A.K. Ramanujan

l Classic Folk Tales from Around the World Edited by Robert Nye
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CBSE	Class	09	English	Language	and	Literature

Revision	Notes

Moments	Chapter-4

In	the	Kingdom	of	Fools	by	A.K.	Ramanujan

In	the	Kingdom	of	Fools	the	king	and	the	minister	were	idiots.

They	decided	to	change	night	into	day	and	day	into	night.

They	made	a	rule	that	all	the	activities	to	be	done	in	the	day	should	be	performed	at

night	and	they	should	sleep	as	soon	as	the	sun	rises.Anyone	who	violated	the	rule

would	be	punished	with	death.

One	day	a	guru	and	his	disciple	came	to	their	city.	They	were	amazed	at	what	they

saw.In	the	evening	the	town	became	active.

They	went	to	buy	some	groceries	and	were	surprised	to	know	that	they	could	buy

anything	for	a	single	duddu.

The	guru	realized	that	it	was	a	city	of	fools	and	left.But	the	disciple	remained	there	for

everything	was	cheap	there.

One	day	a	thief	broke	into	a	rich	merchants	house.	The	wall	of	the	house	collapsed

and	killed	the	thief.

The	incident	was	investigated	and	finally	the	rich	merchant	was	ordered	death	by	the

king.

As	the	merchant,	could	not	fit	the	stake	for	execution,	the	king	asked	his	men	to	find	a

fat	man	for	execution.

The	soldiers	immediately	took	the	disciple	for	execution	who	had	turned	very	fat.

He	remembered	his	wise	guru’s	words.	He	prayed	to	his	guru	in	his	heart,	The	guru	at

once	came	to	save	his	disciple.

The	guru	tried	to	confuse	the	king	by	saying	that	whoever	dies	first	will	be	the	king

and	the	next	will	be	the	minister	in	the	next	incarnation.

The	king	and	the	minister	disguised	themselves	as	the	two	and	were	taken	to	the	stake

and	executed.

Finally	the	guru	and	the	disciple	agree	to	rule	the	kingdom	and	change	old	laws.
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NCERT	Solutions

Moments	Chapter	4

In	the	Kingdom	of	Fools

Page	No:	27	Think	About	It

1.	What	are	the	two	strange	things	the	guru	and	his	disciple	find	in	the	Kingdom	of

Fools?

Ans:	The	two	strange	things	that	the	guru	and	his	disciple	found	in	the	kingdom	of	fools

were	that	the	whole	kingdom	was	asleep	during	the	day	and	carry	out	their	work	at	night,

and	whether	it	was	a	measure	of	rice	or	a	bunch	of	banana	everything	cost	the	same	in	the

kingdom,	one	duddu	(one	rupee).

2.	Why	does	the	disciple	decide	to	stay	in	the	Kingdom	of	Fools?	Is	it	a	good	idea?

Ans:	The	disciple	decided	to	stay	in	the	Kingdom	of	Fools	because	he	was	delighted	that

everything	cost	a	single	duddu	and	everything	was	very	cheap.	All	that	he	wanted	was	good

and	very	cheap	food.	According	to	the	Guru,	staying	there	was	not	a	good	idea	as	they	were

all	fools	and	so	he	felt	this	situation	would	not	last	long	and	was	not	sure	about	what	they

would	do	in	the	future.

3.	Name	all	the	people	who	are	tried	in	the	king’s	court,	and	give	the	reasons	for	their

trial.

Ans:	The	merchant	whose	house	was	burgled	was	the	first	accused	because	his	house’s	wall

collapsed	and	killed	the	thief.	The	next	person	was	the	bricklayer	who	built	the	wall	as	it	was

thought	that	his	bad	workmanship	created	a	weak	wall	and	killed	the	thief.	Then	the	dancing

girl	was	accused	of	distracting	the	bricklayer	with	her	jingling	anklets	walking	up	and	down

the	road	where	the	bricklayer	was	laying	the	wall.	Next	accused	was	the	goldsmith	who	he

didn’t	complete	the	dancing	girl’s	order	on	time	and	so	she	had	to	go	to	the	goldsmith	a

dozen	times.	The	goldsmith	passed	the	buck	on	the	merchant’s	father	as	his	pressure	on	the

goldsmith	delayed	the	finishing	of	dancer’s	work.	At	last	the	wheel	turned	full	circle	and	the

blame	came	back	to	the	original	merchant	but	because	he	was	too	thin	to	be	executed	by	the

newly	made	stake	and	a	fat	man	was	required	to	fit	the	stake.	The	disciple	was	very	fat,

http://mycbseguide.com/


Material	downloaded	from	myCBSEguide.com. 2	/	2

hence	he	was	caught.

4.	Who	is	the	real	culprit	according	to	the	king?	Why	does	he	escape	punishment?

Ans:	According	to	the	king's	weird	logic,	the	merchant	inherited	everything	from	his	father

so	he	should	take	the	share	of	his	father’s	sin	as	well.	As	the	merchant	was	too	thin	to	fit	on

the	new	execution	stake	so	he	escaped	execution.	The	king	concluded	that	a	man	fat	enough

to	fit	the	stake	will	serve	the	purpose.

5.	What	are	the	Guru’s	words	of	wisdom?	When	does	the	disciple	remember	them?'

Ans:	The	guru’s	words	of	wisdom	were	that	it	was	the	city	of	fools.	He	advised	the	disciple	to

leave	the	city	because	he	would	not	know	what	they	would	do	next.	The	disciple	remembers

this	when	he	was	going	to	be	executed.

6.	How	does	the	guru	manage	to	save	his	disciple’s	life?

Ans:	The	guru	tries	to	confuse	the	king	by	expressing	his	desire	to	be	killed	first.	Then	to

further	confuse	the	king	he	tells	the	story	of	becoming	the	king	in	the	next	incarnation.

Apparently,	it	may	sound	like	a	case	of	pure	lie	to	save	your	dear	one’s	life.	But	if	we	go

deeper	consciously	or	unconsciously	the	guru	is	trying	to	save	everybody’s	life	in	the

kingdom.	Ultimately	he	is	able	to	pull	everybody	out	of	the	misery	of	living	in	the	kingdom	of

fools.
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Moments	Chapter-4	In	the	Kingdom	of	Fools

Test	Paper-01

1.	 Extract	from	the	lesson

“What	have	I	done	wrong?	I’m	innocent.	I’m	sannayasi!”	he	cried.

“That	may	be	true.	But	it’s	the	royal	decree	that	we	should	find	a	man	fit	enough	to	fit	the

stake”,	they	said	and	carried	him	to	the	place	of	execution.	He	remembered	his	wise

guru’s	words.

a.	 “What	have	I	done	wrong?”	-	Who	said	these	words	and	to	whom?

b.	 Why	was	the	disciple	fit	for	the	stake?

c.	 Whom	did	the	disciple	remember?

d.	 What	was	the	royal	decree	the	executioners	were	following?

2.	 Extract	from	the	lesson

“Poor	thing,	she’s	absolutely	right,	thought	the	king,	weighing	the	evidence.	“We’ve	got

the	real	culprit	at	last.	Get	the	goldsmith,	wherever	he	is	hiding.	At	once!

a.	 What	is	the	poor	thing	being	referred	to	here?

b.	 Who	is	the	real	culprit?

c.	 Why	did	the	king	call	the	girl	poor?

d.	 What	evidence	did	the	girl	give?

Short	Answer	type	Questions	(30-40	words)

3.	 Why	was	the	kingdom	called	the	kingdom	of	fools?

4.	 why	did	the	guru	leave	the	place	but	the	disciple	decide	to	stay	in	the	kingdom	of	fools?

5.	 What	advice	was	given	by	the	guru	to	the	disciple?

6.	 What	happened	to	the	thief	when	he	entered	the	rich	merchant’s	house?

7.	 What	decision	did	the	king	take	after	hearing	the	rich	merchant’s	story?

8.	 Why	did	the	king	decide	to	punish	the	disciple	instead	of	the	merchant	?

Long	Answer	type	Questions	(100-150	words)

9.	 How	did	the	guru	save	his	disciple	from	the	execution?	What	happened	at	the	end?

10.	 The	king	was	foolish	enough	to	dig	his	own	grave?What	reasons	were	there	for	his	doom?
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Answers

1.	 a.	 The	disciple	said	these	words	to	the	executioners.

b.	 The	disciple	was	fit	for	the	stake	because	he	became	too	fat	to	fit	the	stake	by	eating	a

lot.

c.	 The	disciple	remembered	his	wise	guru's	words.

d.	 By	the	royal	decree,	they	meant	the	order	given	by	the	king	to	find	the	fat	man	fit	the

stake.

2.	 a.	 Poor	thing	is	the	dancing	girl	being	referred	here.

b.	 The	goldsmith	is	the	real	culprit	according	to	the	king.

c.	 The	king	called	the	girl	poor	he	considered	her	to	be	innocent	after	listening	to	her.

d.	 The	girl	told	that	since	the	goldsmith	was	lazy	and	was	making	excuses,	so	she	was

walking	up	and	down	to	get	her	jewellery.

3.	 The	kingdom	was	called	the	‘kingdom	of	fools’	because	both	the	king	and	the	minister

were	idiots.	They	changed	everything.	People	were	ordered	to	sleep	in	the	day	and	work

during	the	night.	They	set	the	price	of	everything	at	one	duddu.	And	anyone	who

disobeyed	would	be	punished	with	death.

4.	 The	guru	could	foresee	the	dangers	of	living	in	the	kingdom	of	fools,	even	though	the	cost

of	everything	was	so	cheap.	So	he	wanted	to	leave	but	the	disciple	was	short	sighted	and

also	greedy.	He	thought	to	take	the	advantage	of	the	low	price	of	everything	and	would

eat	anything.

5.	 The	disciple	wanted	to	stay	in	the	kingdom	to	enjoy	the	cheap	food.	But	the	guru	advised

him	not	to	stay	in	this	kingdom	as	it	wouldn’t	last	very	long	and	he	couldn’t	tell	what

would	happen	to	him	next.

6.	 The	thief	broke	into	the	merchant’s	house.	He	made	a	hole	in	the	wall	and	sneaked	in.

But	as	he	was	carrying	his	loot,	the	wall	collapsed	and	he	died	on	the	spot.

7.	 After	hearing	the	merchant’s	story,	the	king	decided	to	punish	him	on	the	behalf	of	his

criminal	father,	saying	that	if	he	had	inherited	his	father’s	richness	he	had	to	inherit	his

sins	too.
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8.	 The	king	decided	to	punish	the	disciple	because	the	merchant	was	too	thin	to	be	executed

on	the	stake.	So	the	king	ordered	to	find	a	fat	man	to	be	fit	for	the	stake.	Hence	the

disciple	was	found	to	be	perfect	for	the	stake.

9.	 The	king	found	the	disciple	fit	for	the	stake,	so	he	decided	yo	execute	him.	At	the	end

before	the	death,	the	disciple	remembered	his	guru	through	vision	and	prayed	him	to

save	him.	As	soon	as	the	guru	saw	his	disciple	in	problem	through	his	magical	powers,	he

reached	the	kingdom	to	save	him.	The	guru	said	something	to	the	disciple	and	then	they

both	fought	to	be	executed	first.	Over	this	the	king	became	surprised.	When	asked	guru

told	the	king	that	the	next	king	would	be	the	one	who	would	die	first	and	the	next	who

would	die	would	be	reborn	as	the	minister.

When	the	king	heard	this,	he	decided	to	become	the	king	in	the	next	birth	too	and	his

minister	would	follow	him,	so	he	ordered	his	executioners	to	kill	the	first	man	who

would	come	that	night	and	do	the	same	to	the	second	man.	They	did	as	told	by	the	king.

This	was	how	the	guru	saved	his	disciple.	And	they	both	became	the	king	and	the

minister	themselves.

10.	 The	king	was	foolish	and	he	was	himself	responsible	for	his	doom.	He	changed	his

kingdom	into	the	kingdom	of	fools	by	changing	the	days	and	nights.	Moreover,

everything	was	so	cheap	in	his	kingdom	that	nothing	had	any	value.	The	people	were	also

frustrated	with	the	king	but	they	had	to	follow	this	rule	out	of	fear.	His	injustice	and

dominating	rule	was	one	of	the	reasons	for	his	end.	Also	his	greed	for	the	kingdom	in	the

next	life	didn’t	make	him	suspect	the	trick	of	the	guru.	His	haste	proved	to	be	fatal	for

himself.	He	always	thought	himself	to	be	a	clever	king	but	his	own	foolishness	took	him

to	his	own	grave.
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WRITING SKILLS 

PRACTICE DEBATE AND SPEECH 

ACTIVITY- 

1. Write the debate speech for or against the motion in 150-180 words. 

2- The motion of the debate is 'Grading is better than marking of 

examination performance'. Write the debate speech in for or against 

the motion in 150-180 words. 3- The motion of the debate is 'Home 

work should be abolished'. 

2. SPEECH: IMPORTANCE OF CLEANLINESS 

Suggested value points: 
• Importance of Cleanliness – School, home & Surroundings 
• Present status 
• Prevents diseases 
• Need to practice? 
• Reflects the character of the nation 
• Benefits of Cleanliness 
• Conclusion 

 

 


